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Senate poised to vote
to keep government
running into 2019

By LISA MASCARO, MAT-
THEW DALY and CATHERINE
LUCEY

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Senate prepared to vote
Wednesday to avert a
federal shutdown and
keep the government
funded into February after
President Donald Trump
backed off his demand for
money for a border wall
with Mexico.
Senate Majority
Mitch McConnell,

Leader
R-Ky.,

said the short-term spend-
ing measure was a "sim-
ple" bill that would show
Republicans, who control
Congress now, will finish
the year by not prolonging
a potential crisis. It would
provide money to keep
the government running to
Feb. 8.

"Republicans will continue
to fill our duty to govern,"
McConnell said.
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Whip John Cornyn, R-Texas, right, arrives to speak to reporters about the possibility of a partial
government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018.
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By ALAN FRAM

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
tiing House Speaker Paul
Ryan decried the outrage
and bitterness that he said
now color American poli-
tics in a farewell speech
that also acknowledged his
inability to achieve two top
goals: controlling surging
federal debt and reining in
Medicare and other mam-
moth benefit programs.
"Our complex problems are
absolutely solvable," Ryan
said at the Library of Con-
gress, across the street from
the U.S. Capitol, where he's
ending two decades in the
House. "That is to say our
problems are solvable if our
politics will allow it."

The Wisconsin Republican's
half-hour address, which
touted achievements and
admits shortcomings, came
as he ends his three-year
run as speaker. Despite
GOP control of the White
House and Congress the
past two years, it's been a
remarkably tumultuous pe-
riod dominated by the er-
ratic decision-making and
verbal outbursts of Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Republican divisions over
top issues like health care
and immigration.
Underscoring the chaos
Ryan was leaving behind,
Congress was spending its
waning hours before ad-
journment trying to prevent
a partial government shut-
down as Trump clashed
with Democrats over his
desire for taxpayer money
to build a border wall with
Mexico.

Ryan's departure comes
six weeks after an Election
Day that saw Democrats
capture House control.
Their trumph followed a
campaign in which they
pummeled Republicans
for trying to repeal and
replace former President
Barack Obama's popular

House Speaker Paul Ryan of Wis., gives a farewell speech in the
Great Hall of the Library of Congress in Washington, Wednesday,
Dec. 19, 2018.

health care law, a primary
GOP priority.

Ryan never explicitly men-
tioned Trump in his remarks.
But he bemoaned the di-
visiveness that has been a
hallmark of Trump's relent-
less, bitter denunciations
of his political opponents,
often on Twitter.

"All of this gets amplified by
technology, with an incen-
tive structure that preys on
people's fears, and algo-
rithms that play on anger,”
he said. "Outrage has be-
come a brand."

He said the combativeness
"pulls on the threads of our
common humanity in what
could be our unraveling,"
and he conceded that he
didn't know how to fix the
problem.

Under Ryan, Congress ap-
proved the biggest tax cuts
in decades, boosted de-

Associated Press

fense spending and rolled
back Obama regulations
protecting clean air and
water. But its attempt to
scuttle Obama's health
care statute crashed, an-
nual federal deficits are
surging and big-ticket en-
tittement programs are still
unchecked.

"We have taken on some of
the biggest challenges of
our time, and we've made
a great and lasting differ-
ence in the trajectory of
this country," he said, laud-
ing Republicans for trying
to tackle intractable issues
like health care and immi-
gration.

Thanks partly to the 10-year,
$1.5 trillion tax cut Repubili-
cans enacted last year, the
nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office estimates a
record $12.4 trilion in ac-
cumulated federal debt for

the coming decade.

" acknowledge plainly
that my ambitions for en-
titement reform have out-
paced the political real-
ity, and | consider this our
greatest unfinished busi-
ness," he said.

While the House-passed
health care bill would have
culled savings from Med-
icaid and other programs,
the effort died in the GOP-
run Senate, killed by solid
Democratic opposition
and a handful of Republi-
can opponents.

Ryan was elected to Con-
gress in 1998 and became
aleader of Republicans try-
ing to shrink government.
As House Budget Commit-
tee chairman, he wrote
spending plans that envi-
sioned squeezing savings
from popular benefit pro-
grams like Medicare and
eliminating deficits — cuts

Congress never actually
enacted.
He was Mitt Romney's

vice presidential running
mate in 2012 and became
speaker in 2015 after con-
servative unrest prompted
the abrupt resignation of his
predecessor, John Boeh-
ner, R-Ohio. Ryan, 48, an-
nounced last April that he
would not seek House re-
election, saying he needed
more family time.

On immigration, Ryan said
no matter how the border
wall battle is resolved, "The
system will still be in need of
serious reform. And no less
than our full potential as a
nation here is at stake."

In a departure from Trump's
frequent anti-immigrant
rhetoric, Ryan said a fix
should include not just bor-
der security but also help
for immigrants in the U.S.
illegally to stay "and be a
part of our American fab-
ric." He said that should in-
clude "the undocumented
population,” a group esti-
mated at around 11 million

people — far more than
were in play this year in a
failed attempt by Trump
and Congress to address
the issue.

Ryan waslong a quiet force
for broad immigration over-

hauls that conservatives
opposed as going too far
in offering citizenship to im-
migrants in the U.S. illegally.
As speaker, he couldn't uni-
fy Republicans behind one
approach.

Resolving the problem
would take "some of the

venom out of our dis-
course," he said.
On foreign policy, Ryan

called for "committing to
the pillars of international
relations,” a contrast with
Trump's pillorying of NATO
and withdrawal from some
organizations. America
must lead "not with blus-
ter but with steady, princi-
pled action," he said.Ryan
barely discussed last year's
GOP tax cut bill, which he
considers perhaps his most
significant accomplish-
ment. He cited that bill's tax
breaks for investors in low-
income communities and
cautioned Republicans not
to let efforts to ease pov-
erty "drift from your con-
sciousness."

The president of the Club
for Growth, a conserva-
tive group that has clashed
with  GOP congressional
leaders it considers too
cautious, faulted Ryan for
not pushing hard enough
to cut benefit programs.

"It wasn't just the political
reality. It was the failure of
his leadership as the speak-
er to force that to be an is-
sue," said David Mcintosh.
Defenders said Ryan led a
House GOP that's bitterly di-
vided between hard-right
conservatives and more
pragmatic lawmakers.

"He unified a very frac-
tious majority and kept it
functioning," said Rep. Tom
Cole, R-Okla.(q
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GOVERNMENT RUNNING
Continued from Front

With the Senate on track
to approve the measure,
it would next go to the
House, where lawmak-
ers were returning to ses-
sion late Wednesday eve-
ning. Votes were uncertain
there, but approval was
expected before Friday's
deadline, when federal
funding for a portion of the
government expires. Dem-
ocratic Leader Nancy Pe-
losi signaled support.

The swift pace in Congress
came after Trump moved
off his demand. Trump has
not said that he would sign
such a temporary measure,
but White House counsel-
or Kellyanne Conway on
Wednesday said "he'll take
a look at that certainly."
On Twitter, Trump ap-
peared to respond to criti-
cism that he was retreating.
He insisted that "one way or
the other, we will win on the
Walll" Should the legislation
become law, the border
money fight would drag
into the next Congress,
which could prove even
more difficult for Trump with
a Democratic-led House.
Pelosi, who is poised to be-
come House speaker, will
probably be able to quick-
ly win approval of a longer-
term measure to keep gov-
ernment running in 2019.
"Democrats will be ready
to fully, responsibly fund our
government in January,"
Pelosi said in a statement.
Democratic Rep. Nita Low-
ey of New York, who will
take over as Appropriations
Committee chairwoman,
said she was disappointed
that Trump and the Repub-
lican Congress "couldn't
even complete their final
task of funding the govern-
ment" and instead chose

to "kick the can down the
road for a third time."
McConnell, on the other
hand, lashed out at Dem-
ocrats for failing to give
Trump any of the $5 billion
that he wanted for the wall.
"This seems to be the real-
ity of our political moment,"
McConnell said. "It seems
like political spite for the
president may be winning
out over sensible policy."
Senate Minority leader
Chuck Schumer of New
York said Democrats op-
pose Trump's border de-
mands because the wall is
"inefficient” and because
Trump, as a candidate,
promised that Mexico
would pay for it, which
Mexico has refused to do.
"We want smart, effective
border security,” Schumer
said. "That's not a wall."
More than 800,000 gov-
ernment workers are fac-
ing the prospect of being
furloughed or sent to work
without pay beginning at
midnight Friday, disrupting
government operations
days before Christmas.
Congress often approves
pay for such affected work-
ers retroactively, even if
they were ordered to stay
home.

Just last week, at a tele-
vised meeting at the White
House, Trump said he would
be "proud" to shut the gov-
ernment down over the
wall. But the White House
showed its wilingness to
budge as it became ap-
parent the president did
not have support in Con-
gress for paying for the wall
at the $5 billion level.

The White House press sec-
retary, Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, indicated that
Trump did not want to shut
down the government and
said the administration was

looking at ways to find the
money elsewhere.

The stopgap measure
would approve govern-
ment funding at existing
levels for the next several
weeks, without a boost for
the border. It would include
a temporary extension of a
national flood insurance
program, the Violence
Against Women Act and
other measures.

At issue in the standoff is
money for nine of 15 Cab-
inet-level departments and
dozens of agencies, includ-
ing the departments of
Homeland Security, Trans-
portation, Interior, Agricul-
ture, State and Justice, as
well as national parks and
forests.[]

House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi of California, the speak-
er-designate for the new Congress in January, talks to reporters
after meeting with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
N.Y., as Congress and President Donald Trump bicker over his
demand that lawmakers fund a wall along the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, pushing the government to the brink of a partial shutdown,
in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018. Without a resolution, parts
of the federal government will shut down at midnight Friday.
Associated Press
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Obama health law sign-ups beat forecast despite headwinds

By RICARDO ALONSO-
ZALDIVAR

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Affordable Care Act has
yet again beaten predic-
tions of its downfall, as gov-
ernment figures released
Wednesday showed unex-
pectedly solid sign-ups for
health coverage next year.
The Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services
said nearly 8.5 milion peo-
ple had enrolled as of last
Saturday's deadline, with
about a dozen states, in-
cluding California and New
York, still left to report. The
preliminary number was
down about 4 percent,
when a much bigger loss
had been expected.
Different factors combined
to make for an unpredict-
able sign-up season this

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., left, and Sen. Patty Murray, D-Ore., wait
for Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., before a news conference to
press Congress to intervene on behalf of the Affordable Care
Act, after a federal judge in Texas ruled it unconstitutional, on
Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018.
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year for former President
Barack Obama's health
care law, commonly re-
ferred to as "Obamacare."
On the plus side, premiums

stabilized and consumers
had more coverage choic-
es.

On the negative side, pre-
miums for Obamacare's

comprehensive coverage
remained unaffordable for
many people who don't
qualify for financial help.
Also, Congress repealed
a requirement for Ameri-
cans to get health insur-
ance, and President Don-
ald Trump's administration
sharply scaled back adver-
tising and opened the way
for competition from lower-
cost insurance that covers
less.

Then last Friday, a Repub-
lican-appointed federal
judge in Texas declared
the whole law unconstitu-
tional on the eve of the en-
rollment deadline. Obam-
acare supporters are plan-
ning to appeal.

Experts said the new num-
bers show staying power for
the health law, even with its
continuing political prob-
lems and premiums that
remain too high for many
middle-class consumers.
"Despite everything that
has been thrown at this
market, politically, with pre-
mium increases and also
regulation changes, there
is still a core group of Amer-
icans who want this insur-
ance and buy this insur-
ance every year," said Chris
Sloan of the consulting firm
Avalere Health. "They are a
hardy group of people."
But the number of new
customers — the key to
growing the Obamacare
market — remained down
by about 15 percent when
compared to last year.
Wednesday's figures are
for the 39 states using the
HealthCare.gov website.
Not included yet are totals
from about a dozen states
running their own insurance
marketplaces. Also to be
added in later are Health-
Care.gov customers who
signed up close to dead-
line or who left phone num-
bers for a callback.

In a twist, Trump administra-
tion officials said the enroll-

ment numbers rebut charg-
es of "sabotage" coming
from Democrats.

Trump has repeatedly
called the health law a
"disaster" and last year led
an unsuccessful drive to re-
peal it.

Nonetheless, CMS Admin-
istrator Seema Verma said
that the administration
has taken strong steps to
run a smooth and efficient
sign-up process and that
Wednesday's numbers are
"another sign that the ad-
ministration's efforts are
working." For example, Ver-
ma said HealthCare.gov
was down for less than an
hour this open enrollment
season.

After the Republican-led
Congress repealed Obam-
acare's unpopular fines for
people who go without
health insurance, many
experts predicted it would
lead to a drop in enroll-
ment. But Verma said that
doesn't seem to have hap-
pened.

She said the main reason
enrollment has continued
to gradually erode year
over year is because pre-
miums are still unaffordable
for people who don't quali-
fy for help.

Nearly 11.8 milion people
signed up during last year's
open enrollment season,
counting consumers in all
50 states. It's possible that
number could be matched
again, after totals from re-
maining states are added.
The health law provides
subsidized private insur-
ance for people who don't
have coverage through
their jobs. It also gives states
the option to expand their
Medicaid programs to
cover more low-income
adults. Since it passed in
2010, about 20 million peo-
ple have gained cover-
age, keeping the nation's
uninsured rate under 10
percent..]
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Judge blocks restrictions on who c

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
federal judge on Wednes-
day blocked Trump ad-
ministration policies that
prevented immigrants who
suffered gang violence
or domestic abuse in their
home countries from seek-
ing asylum.

U.S. District Court Judge
Emmet Sullivan declared
that some of the guidance
that then-Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions issued this
year cannot be used to
determine whether an im-
migrant has a credible fear
of persecution or torture in
their home countries, the
first step to making an asy-
lum claim in the U.S.

The judge said the admin-
istration's policy on asylum
seekers violates federal im-
migration law and that "it is
the will of Congress -- not
the whims of the executive"
that sets the standards for
expedited removal.

It was yet another legal
blow for President Donald
Trump's efforts to harden
immigration policies with-
out Congress changing
laws. Another case in-
volving whether migrants
can claim asylum if they
crossed the border illegally
was in court Wednesday
in San Francisco. A judge
has temporarily stopped
that November policy
change, and Wednesday's
proceedings were to de-
termine whether that stay
should be continued. The
administration has asked
the Supreme Court to allow
that asylum policy to go
forward.

Responding to Sullivan's rul-
ing, a Justice Department
spokesman, Steven Staf-
ford, said Sessions' guid-

ance had followed the
requirements for asylum un-
der U.S. law.

"We are reviewing our op-
tions with regard to this rul-
ing, and we will continue
to restore the rule of law in
our immigration system," he
said.

Trump administration offi-
cials say the asylum process
is being exploited by immi-
grants who are counting on
passing the initial credible-
fear screening and being
released into the country.
Only about 9 percent of all
people who initially claim
asylum are granted it, and
tens of thousands of fami-
lies from Central America
are coming to the U.S. ev-
ery month.

The immigration policy
change had an immediate
impact.

Immigration lawyers say
people whom they ex-
pected would pass credi-
ble-fear screenings began
to fail them, and lawyers
say immigration judges are
signing off on more denials
during appeals, effectively
ending what could have
been a yearslong asylum
process before it began.
But Trump officials also
say the number of people
claiming credible fear has
risen dramatically.

Asylum can be granted to
people who were perse-
cuted in their home coun-
try or could be persecuted
if forced to return. Thou-
sands of people seek asy-
lum each month at U.S.
Customs and Border Pro-
tection stations along the
southwest border.

The American Civil Liberties
Union sued the government
over the June 11 change

an apply for

asylum

In this Dec. 18, 2018 photo, Honduran asylum seekers enter the U.S. at San Diego's Otay Mesa port
of entry, as seen from Tijuana, Mexico.

on behalf of 12 parents and
children who were wrongly
found not to have a cred-
ible fear of return. Sullivan's
ruling impacts thousands
of cases where immigrants
are in expedited removal
proceedings.

Among the plaintiffs was a
woman identified only by
a pseudonym, Grace. The
ACLU said Grace's partner
beat her and her children,
and sexually assaulted her
and her daughter. Once,
the ACLU says, her daugh-
ter suffered a miscarriage
after he attacked her. The
lawsuit says police did not
act when she contacted

them. The lawsuit says
Grace was found not to
have a credible fear of per-
secution.

The judge also ordered the
government to return any
of the plaintiffs who may
have been deported back
to the U.S., and prevent fur-
ther deportations.

"This ruling is a defeat for
the Trump administration's
all-out assault on the rights
of asylum seekers. The gov-
ernment's attempt to oblit-
erate asylum protections is
unlawful and inconsistent
with our country's long-
standing commitment to
provide protection to im-

Associated Press

migrants fleeing for their
lives," said Jennifer Chang
Newell, managing attorney
of the ACLU's Immigrants'
Rights Project, who argued
the case.

The judge who issued the
ruling attracted attention
on day earlier for his public
excoriation of former Trump
administration adviser Mi-
chael Flynn, saying he felt
disgusted and disdainful of
Flynn's crimes. He allowed
Flynn to postpone his sen-
tencing so Flynn could
continue cooperating with
investigators and get credit
that could allow him to
avoid prison.
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Pope accepts resignation of L.A. bishop accused of misconduct

By JOHN ANTCZAK and NI-
COLE WINFIELD

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pope
Francis has accepted the
resignation of a Los Ange-
les auxiliary bishop, Mon-
signor Alexander Salazar,
following an allegation of
misconduct with a minor
in the 1990s, officials said
Wednesday.

The Vatican announced
the resignation in a one-line
statement. It was the latest
in a string of cases of al-
leged misconduct against
bishops to come to light this
year, following the scandal
of ex-Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick that exposed
how bishops have largely
avoided sanction for im-
proper behavior.

The current archbishop of
Los Angeles, Most Rev. Jose
Gomez, said the archdio-
cese was made aware of
the claim in 2005. Gomez
said county prosecutors
declined to bring charges,
but that the archdiocese
forwarded the complaint
to the Vatican office that
handles sex abuse cases.
Gomez said that office, the
Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith, imposed
precautionary  measures
against Salazar and that a
further investigation by the
archdiocese’s indepen-
dent review board found
the allegation to be cred-
ible.

Gomez said Salazar,
has "consistently denied
any wrongdoing." The
archdiocese said it had re-
ceived no other allegations
against Salazar.

"These decisions have been
made out of deep concern
for the healing and recon-
ciliation of abuse victims
and for the good of the
church's mission,” Gomez
told the Los Angeles faithful
in a letter. "Let us continue
to stay close to the victim
survivors of abuse, through
our prayer and our actions."
Gomez said that the al-
leged misconduct oc-
curred while Salazar was
a parish priest in the 1990s,
and that the claim was
never directly brought to
the archdiocese.

Critics targeted the length
of time between when the
archdiocese learned of the

69,

This Nov. 16, 2013 photo shows the Los Angeles auxiliary bishop
Garden Grove, Calif.

allegation and the resigna-
tion, and the lack of de-
tails in the announcement,
which stated the retirement
is for "early retirement.”

"It takes 13 years for LA
Catholic officials to disclose
this allegation and even
now, they withhold key
details about when they
and the Vatican looked at
it and purported(ly) took
'‘precautionary measures'
against Salazar, which of
course have rarely stopped
more clergy sex crimes,"
David G. Clohessy, former
director of the Survivors
Network of those Abused
by Priests, said in an emall
to The Associated Press.
The law firm of Jeff Ander-
son & Associates, which
pursues litigation on behalf
of alleged victims of cler-
gy sex abuse, noted that
Salazar's name wasn't in-
cluded in archdiocese lists
of credibly accused priests
released in 2005, 2008 and
this year.

"What does his resigna-
tion mean? Has he been
laicized? Is he simply re-
tired? What safety proto-

cols are being imposed on
Bp. Salazar?" the firm asked
in a statement. "Why did it
take the Vatican this long
to act?"

The resignhation comes dur-
ing a year in which the
clerical abuse scandal has
exploded anew in the U.S.
and elsewhere. In July, Fran-
cisremoved McCarrick, the
retired archbishop of Wash-
ington, as a cardinal after
a U.S. church investigation
determined that an alle-
gation he groped a minor
in the 1970s was credible.
Subsequently several adult
seminarians have said he
pressured them to sleep
with him.

McCarrick has denied
the initial allegation and
through a lawyer has said
he looks forward to invok-
ing his right to due process.
The McCarrick scandal
exposed the loopholes in
how the church treats al-
legations of misconduct
against bishops, who are
answerable only to the
pope. Bishops have largely
escaped the same scru-
tiny as ordinary priests ac-

, Monsignor Alexander Salazar in

Associated Press

cused of misconduct in the
decades-long sex abuse
scandal, and until recent-
ly they have rarely been
sanctioned or removed for
covering up for abusers.
Salazar was born in San
Jose, Costa Rica, and
came with his family to the
United States in 1953. The
family settled in Los Ange-
les, and he became a U.S.
citizen at age 18. He en-
tered St. John's Seminary in
suburban Camairillo in 1977
and was ordained a priest
in 1984.

From the 1980s through
early 2000s, Salazar served
at several parishes, the for-
mer St. Vibiana Cathedral
and as vice chancellor of
the Archdiocesan Catho-
lic Center before being in-
stalled as a bishop in 2004.
When his selection as
auxiliary bishop was an-
nounced, he said in a state-
ment: "California is the land
of dreams and visions, but
| have been blessed with
more. | have been special-
ly privileged to serve as a
priest — a parish priest."

He served as a regional

bishop for San Pedro, one
of five pastoral subdivisions
within the archdiocese, un-
til 2009 and since then had
been vicar for the office of
ethnic ministries.

A statement from the arch-
diocese said the accusa-
tion against Salazar was
"reported directly to law
enforcement in 2002 by a
young adult alleging mis-
conduct in the 1990s when
Bishop Salazar was a priest
and the alleged victim was
a minor."

The statement said the
archdiocese was informed
of the allegation through a
third party in 2005. Law en-
forcement had investigat-
ed the allegation and rec-
ommended prosecution,
but the district attorney did
not file charges in the case,
the statement said.

The archdiocese said Car-
dinal Roger Mahony, who
was the Los Angeles arch-
bishop at the time, request-
ed that law enforcement
review the case, and he
also reported the allega-
tion to the Vatican's Con-
gregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith.

"The Congregation inves-
tigated and permitted
Bishop Salazar to remain in
ministry subject to certain
precautionary conditions,
which he has respected,”
the statement said.
Mahony retired as head of
the archdiocese in 2011, his
tenure tarnished by his han-
dling of clergy sex abuse
cases, and was replaced
by Gomez, who publicly re-
buked him.

By 2014, the archdiocese
had agreed to pay $720
million to clergy abuse vic-
tims over the previous de-
cade and released internal
files that showed Mahony
shielded priests and or-
dered a surrogate to with-
hold evidence from police.
The archdiocese said Go-
mez requested a review of
all allegations of sexual mis-
conductinvolving minors to
update a 2004 report that
listed accused priests. This
investigation was conduct-
ed by the archdiocese's
own Clergy Misconduct
Oversight Board, which
found the allegation to be
credible, Gomez said in his
letter..]
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Rare Washington state tornado strongest since 1986

By LISA BAUMANN
Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) An ex-
tremely rare tornado that
touched down west of Se-
attle was the strongest to
hit Washington state since
1986, the National Weather
Service said Wednesday.

A Weather Service storm
team surveyed the dam-
age just south of Port Or-
chard, Washington, and
rated the twister an Ef2 on
the Enhanced Fujita scale
with top wind speeds of up
to 130 mph (210 kph). The
scale rates an Ef2 as "signifi-
cant."

In five minutes Tuesday af-
ternoon, the twister's 1.4
mile-path (2.3 kilometers)
tore roofs off homes, shat-
tered windows and toppled
large fir trees, but no injuries
have been reported.

John Mueller's home was
among those most severely
damaged.

He told KOMO-TV that he
was at work at a shipyard
when he recognized his
home in a video of the tor-
nado on social media.

“If 1 could describe the
house, it would be roofless,"

Mueller said. "The entire up-
stairs is gone. There's 2x4
and 4x4s sticking out of the
walls. Glass shattered ev-
erywhere. The downstairs
is just full of water and bro-
ken glass...I think (the tor-
nado) landed on top of the
house."

Washington state averages
2.5 tornadoes a year, but
December tornadoes aver-
age a minute fraction, the
Weather Service said. Most
tornadoes in Washington
are rated EF-0Os that cause
minor damage, Weather
Service hydrologist Brent
Bower said.

The Kitsap County Sheriff's
office called the damage
"catastrophic." Dozens of
structures were affect-
ed. Fire officials were try-
ing to complete an initial
damage assessment by
Wednesday night.

Deputy Scott Wilson said
the twister caused "a lot of
chaos."

“It's traumatic, especially
as we approach the Christ-
mas season," Wilson said.
Kitsap County Search and
Rescue workers with trained
dogs checked for people

h--'i- ]
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who may have been in-
jured or stranded but found
none.

Other emergency crews
still inspecting homes were
finding gas leaks in dam-
aged structures, the sheriff's

l'___.-'_i._.r,.&”_ ‘l." B
Melinda St. John, center, helps her nieces, Hannah Mueller, 20, left, and Jasmin Mueller, 16, right,
recover family photos from the living room of a house owned by St. John's sister Beth Mueller,

Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018, in Port Orchard, Wash., the day after a tornado took the roof off the
house and caused other damage Tuesday.

office said Wednesday.

Power had been restored
by Wednesday to much
of the affected area with
the exception of the most
severely damaged homes,
the sheriff's office said.

Some roads remained
closed.

Port Orchard is about 15
miles (24 kilometers) west of
Seattle, across Puget Sound

on the Kitsap Peninsula.(]

NEW YORK (AP) — The New
York Police Department
said Wednesday that offi-
cers are using Tasers more
frequently, while firing on
suspects fell to the lowest
level since the department
began tracking the use of
force.

The department's 2017 use-
of-force report showed
that officers opened fire
52 times last year, a 28 per-

cent decrease from previ-
ous year. But officers fatally
shot 10 suspects last year,
an increase from nine in
2016.

Police officers' use of Tas-
ers, meanwhile, jumped
about 45 percent last
year to 728 incidents. The
department attributed
that increase to a wider
deployment of stun guns
among the ranks.

New York City police using firearms

Police Commissioner
James O'Neill said the sta-
tistics reflect improvements
in the department's use-of-
force policies, which were
reformed in 2016 to require
more detailed reporting of
incidents involving police
force.

"NYPD cops are among
the most restrained law
enforcement officers in
the United States when it

at lowest rate on record

comes to using force in the
performance of their du-
ties," O'Neill said in a state-
ment.

O'Neill also noted that
the New York City Civilian
Complaint Review Board
last year recorded the
fewest police-force com-
plaints in more than a de-
cade.

Chris Dunn, legal director
of the New York Civil Liber-

ties Union, said his organi-
zation is "very concerned"
with the department's ris-
ing use of Tasers. He noted
that nearly a third of 728
Taser incidents in 2017 in-
volved officers seeking to
control an emotionally dis-
turbed person.

"It runs the risk of seriously
damaging people already
in trauma," Dunn said.(
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100 days to Brexit: EU, UK act to cushion no-deal chaos

By JILL LAWLESS

LORNE COOK

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The Euro-
pean Union marked 100
days until Brexit on Wednes-
day by triggering an action
plan to ensure planes can
still fly and money can still
flow between Britain and
the bloc in the increasingly
likely event that the U.K.
leaves the EU without a di-
vorce deal.

The British government,
struggling to break a po-
litical logjam over Brexit,
released immigration plans
that it said will "take back
control' of the country's
borders — but which oppo-
nents warn will batter the
economy by shutting out
everyone but highly paid
professionals.

The EU measures, an-
nounced a day after Britain
ramped up its own no-deal
planning, are intended to
alleviate "major disruption”
to people and businesses
in case squabbling U.K.
politicians fail to ratify a
withdrawal agreement be-
tween Britain and the bloc.
European Commission Vice
President Valdis Dombrovs-

Britain's Prime Minister Theresa May leaves 10 Downing Street for Prime Minister's Questions at the
House of Commons, in London, Wednesday Dec. 19, 2018.

kis called the contingency
plan "an exercise in limiting
damage.”

Britain is due to leave the
EU on March 29, but it's un-
clear whether lawmakers
will approve the divorce
agreement Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May's govern-
ment has negotiated with
the bloc. May postponed
a vote in Parliament last

week because the deal
faced heavy defeat. It has
been rescheduled for mid-
January, but opposition
remains strong across the
political spectrum.

Leaving without a deal
risks plunging the British
economy into recession
and sparking chaos at the
borders, as four decades of
economic alignment and

Associated Press

open markets evaporate.
The EU plan includes tem-
porary one- to two-year
measures to allow some
U.K.-EU financial services to
continue and a 12-month
provision to keep planes
flying between Britain and
the bloc.

But Dombrovskis stressed
that the measures "cannot
replicate the benefits of
the withdrawal agreement,
and certainly it cannot rep-
licate the benefits of EU
membership."

Britain's no-deal prepa-
rations include putting
3,500 soldiers on standby,
chartering boats to bring
in goods and stockpiling
medicines. The govern-
ment called them sensible
precautions, but opposition
politicians accused May of
trying to scare lawmakers
into supporting her Brexit
deal.

"No-deal would be a disas-
ter for our country and no
responsible government
would ever allow it," Labour
Party leader Jeremy Cor-
byn said.

Most members of Parlia-
ment dislike both May's
Brexit deal and the pros-
pect of leaving the EU
without an agreement, but
they are deeply divided
about what to do instead,
and the country's political
debate has grown increas-
ingly bad-tempered as
Brexit day approaches.
Corbyn was forced to deny
calling May a "stupid wom-

an" in the House of Com-
mons on Wednesday, after
he was caught appearing
to mutter the insult during a
fiery debate.

"Il did not use the words
'stupid woman' about the
prime minister or anyone
else, and am completely
opposed to the use of sex-
ist or misogynist language
in absolutely any form at
all," Corbyn said.

In a bid to regain some of
its vanished political mo-
mentum, the British govern-
ment published long-await-
ed plans for a post-Brexit
immigration system that will
end the automatic right of
EU citizens to live in the U.K.
"We're going to bring an
end to free movement,"
May said. "We will do that
in a way that enables us to
reduce net migration but
enables us to ensure that
the brightest and best can
be attracted to the United
Kingdom."

She said that "in the future
coming here will be based
on your contribution, not
on the country you come
from."

The government proposal
places no limit on the num-
ber of well-paid, skilled im-
migrants who can settle in
Britain, but puts curbs on
"low-skilled" workers, who
would only be able to get
one-year working visas.

The government plan
suggests setting a salary
threshold that immigrants
will have to meetin order to
be given the right to settle
in Britain.

An independent body ad-
vising the government has
suggested 30,000 pounds
($38,000) a year — above
the median U.K. wage and
more than the starting sal-
ary for nurses, paramedics,
junior doctors and many
other professions.

Saffron Cordery, deputy
chief executive of NHS Pro-
viders — an umbrella group
for Britain's state-funded
health care system — said
the health sector was
"deeply concerned" about
the proposal.

"High skills does not equal
high pay," she told the BBC.
The government said the
exact salary threshold
would be decided after
public consultation.[ ]
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Sinking Greek village highlights nation's addiction to coal

By COSTAS KANTOURIS
Associated Press
PTOLEMAIDA, Greece (AP)
— If earthquakes struck
in slow motion, the results
might be visible in a place
like the Greek village of An-
argyri, a hardscrabble en-
clave in a black landscape
gutted by coal mining.

The village in northern
Greece once had more
than 400 people. Now it has
fewer than 50, after being
torn apart over decades.
Its roads are slowly buck-
ling, its door frames have
shifted, its walls and home
foundations have cracked
beyond repair. Residents
are leaving not in panic but
out of desperation.

One after another, the tiny
vilages in Greece's lignite
belt have been destroyed
by mining as the ground
becomes too unsteady to
hold homes upright. Bells at
one church in the area are
not rung regularly for fear
of causing more cracks in
the walls.

Cattle farmer Michalis Bitas
first noticed the damage to
homes in Anargyri in 1986.
"That's when mining started
locally. It slowly began to
eat up the houses before it
went on to eat us up too,"
he said.

Bitas is from one of the few
dozen households in the
vilage who have refused
a power company's offer
to move them to a rented
apartment in a nearby
town. These villagers are
demanding full compen-
sation for their homes — a
right only granted by law if
mining occurs directly be-
low a settlement.

| have sheep and machin-
ery. What am | supposed
to do? Move them into an
apartment?" Bitas said.

near the town of Amynatio, northern Greece.

Heavy-duty coal excava-
tors and vehicles on the ho-
rizon near the village look
like toy trucks, dwarfed by
the scale of the blackened
mining fields.
Greekisstillhooked on coal,
despite warnings about the
dire consequences of glob-
al warming issued both by
a new scientific report and
experts at the recent U.N.
climate talks in Poland and
despite ambitious Europe-
an Union-wide targets to
replace coal use with re-
newable energy.

Greece is currently the
world's 12th largest pro-
ducer of lignite — known
as brown coal — mining 36
million tons annually, ac-
cording to U.S. federal gov-
ernment energy data. Lig-

nite is a low-grade coal that
throws off higher carbon di-
oxide emissions than black
coal. Itis often burned near
where it is mined since its
low energy density makes it
too expensive to transport
very far.

Nearly a third of Greece's
electricity is produced by
coal-fred plants and the
country has no phase-out
plan to stop using domes-
tically produced coal, un-
like most parts of Western
Europe. Despite abundant
wind and sun, only around
15 percent of Greece's
energy is produced by re-
newable sources. Most of
its reduction in coal use in
recent years has been off-
set by an increased use of
imported natural gas.

Associated Press

Under measures ham-
mered out with Greece's
bailout creditors, the state-
controlled power compa-
ny, PPC, will privatize three
coal-fired electricity plants,
prolonging their life.

Also, contrary to many of
its EU neighbors, Greece
is on course to expand its
dependence on oil and
gas as the nation tries to at-
tract overseas investment
to counter a financial cri-
sis that lasted nearly a de-
cade. The Greek govern-
ment has embarked on a
major exploration drive for
oil and gas off its western
and southern coasts.

The oil and gas ventures
have alarmed environmen-
tal groups, which have is-
sued an urgent plea to the

Greek government to re-
verse its course and switch
investments to the renew-
able sources like solar and
wind power.

"We must act directly to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, but our country is
moving in the opposite di-
rection," a letter addressed
to Prime Minister Alexis Tsip-
ras said. It was signed by
34 environmental and hu-
man rights groups, includ-
ing Greenpeace, the World
Wide Fund for Nature, Am-
nesty International and
Doctors Without Borders.
Greece is planning to invest
"in fossil fuels for decades,
along with worrying deliv-
ery of hundreds of thou-
sands of square kilometers,
on and offshore, for hy-
drocarbon extraction,” the
letter said. "This would sur-
render the country to the
nightmare consequences
of climate change."

In Anargyri, despite the de-
struction of their homes, res-
idents have mixed feelings
about coal, since PPC is a
key employer that provides
5,000 local jobs. The other
attraction is that lignite,
mined domestically, is not
vulnerable to financial mar-
ket swings or geopolitical
shocks, unlike imported oil
and gas, which in Greece
mostly comes from Russia.
"Clearly, lignite activity will
be reduced and will be re-
placed by other sources of
energy, renewable sources
of energy,” PPC executive
Konstantinos  Theodoridis
told The Associated Press.
"But lignite will continue to
be a strategic fuel that, in
any geopolitical instability,
is the only energy-produc-
ing fuel that is absolutely
controlled by our country,"
he said.]
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Children flght kill and die in Yemen's civil war

By MAGGIE MICHAEL
Associated Press

MARIB, Yemen (AP) — At
the age of 13, Mohammed
was an unflinching fighter
for Yemen's Houthi reb-
els. Indoctrinated in their
camps, he went into battle
even as gunfire filled the air
and the earth shook from
airstrikes. He says he tor-
tured and killed. He didn't
care if he lived or died.

His one comfort was the se-
rial number on the brace-
let the Houthis gave him to
wear — his "jihadi number."
If he died, he knew, the
bracelet guaranteed his
body would make it home
to his family.

"When | become a martyr,
they enter my number in
the computer, retrieve my
picture and my name, then
print them with the name
'Martyr' underneath," Mo-
hammed said.
Mohammed was among
18 former child soldiers in-
terviewed by The Associ-
ated Press who described
the Houthis' efficiency in
recruiting boys as young as
10 to fightin the war against
a military coalition led by
Saudi Arabia and backed
by the United States.

The Houthis have inducted
18,000 child soldiers into
their army since the begin-
ning of the war in 2014, a
senior Houthi military offi-
cial acknowledged to The
Associated Press. He spoke
on condition of anonymity
due to the sensitivity of the
information.

That figure is higher than
any number previously re-
ported. The United Nations
was able to verify 2,721
children recruited to fight
for all sides in the conflict,
the large majority for the
Houthis, but officials say
that count is likely low.

An unknown number of
young fighters have been
sent home in coffins. More
than 6,000 children have
died or been maimed in
the war, the U.N. children's
agency reported in Octo-
ber, but it could not deter-
mine how many were com-
batants.

Brig. Gen. Yahia Sarie, a
Houthi military spokesman,
denied that children un-
der 18 are systematically
recruited and told the AP

Kahlan, a 12-year-old former child soldier, demonstrates how to use a weapon, at a camp for dis-
placed persons where he took shelter with his family, in Marib, Yemen in this July 27, 2018 photo.
Associated Press

that the military has issued
orders to send home chil-
dren trying to join its ranks.
He said any children who
try to enlist do so out of an-
ger at coalition atrocities.
He dismissed the accounts
the children gave to the
AP, saying their claims were
coalition propaganda.

The AP interviewed the
former child soldiers at dis-
placement camps and a
Saudi-funded rehabilitation
center in the city of Marib,
which is controlled by the
coalition. They came to
Marib after slipping away
from rebel forces or being
captured by coalition units.
Because of their ages and
because some acknowl-
edge committing acts of
brutality, the AP is only us-
ing their first names.

The war began after the
Houthis, a Zaidi-Shiite insur-
gent movement with ties
to Iran, swept down from
the northern highlands
in late 2014, seizing the
capital, Sanaa, and then
pushing south. Yemen's
internationally-recognized
government sought help

from Saudi Arabia, which
formed the coalition with
U.S. backing, determined
to stop what they saw as
an lIranian move to take
over, turning a civil war into
a proxy war.

Young soldiers can be seen
manning checkpoints, AK-
47s dangling from their nar-
row shoulders. Others are
sent to the frontlines as foot
soldiers.

Some of the children told
the AP they joined the
rebels willingly, mainly be-
cause of promises of mon-
ey or the chance to carry
a weapon or to have a
guaranteed allotment of
gat, the leaves that Ye-
menis chew as a stimulant.
But others described being
abducted from schools or
homes or coerced into join-
ing in exchange for a fam-
ily member's release from
detention.

Recruits are taken first to
"culture centers" for nearly
a month of religious cours-
es. The children are told
they are joining a holy war
against Jews and Christians
and Arab countries that

have succumbed to West-
ern influence.

Next, the recruits are sent
to military training camps,
and then to war.

"When you get out of the
culture center, you don't
want to go home any-
more," Mohammed said.
"You want to go to jihad."
Mohammed recalled
how one day his com-
rades fighting in the city of
Taiz captured a coalition
fighter and brought him
to a bombed-out restau-
rant. Mohammed, 14 at
the time, said he hooked
an electrical generator up
to the prisoner and sent
shocks through the man's
body as his commander in-
terrogated the captive.
Finally, his commander
gave this order: "Get rid of
him." Mohammed said he
took a heavy metal tool,
heated it in a flame, then
swung it, caving in the
back of the man's head.
"He was my master,” Mo-
hammed said of his com-
mander. "If he says Kkill, |
would Kill....  would blow up
myself for him."

A 13-year-old named Ri-
yadh said half of the fight-
ers with him on the front
lines were children. He
said he and his 1l-year-
old brother once shot and
kiled two enemy soldiers
who refused to lay down
their weapons. More often,
he said, he closed his eyes
tightly out of fear when he
fired his rifle.

The most frightening mo-
ment came when his broth-
er disappeared during a
firefight.

He began turning over
corpses on the battlefield,
searching bloodied faces
for his lost brother, when
he and other fighters came
under fire. They fired back.
Then, after some yelling
back and forth, he realized
the shooter was his brother,
lost in the fog of battle.

A 12-year-old named Kah-
lan said Houthi militiamen
took him and 10 of his
classmates from school,
promising them new book
bags. Instead, they found
themselves inside a training
camp, still in their school
uniforms.

On the front lines, Kahlan
recalled the trucks rum-
bling in to collect the dead
after coalition airstrikes.
"The sight of the bodies
was scary,” he said, using
his hands to pantomime
how corpses were missing
heads or limbs or had their
intestines oozing out.

The Marib rehabilitation
center has treated nearly
200 boys since September
2017. They suffer from ag-

gressive behavior, panic
attacks and attention
deficits. Naguib al-Saadi,

founder of the organization
that launched the center,
said the real problem wiill
be felt in 10 years — "when
a generation that has been
brainwashed with hatred
and enmity toward the
West comes of age."]
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MOSCOW (AP) — Ukraine
plans to again send its war-
ships into the Sea of Azov,
a top Ukrainian official said,
a move that could set the
stage for another clash
with Russia.

Oleksandr Turchynov, the
secretary of the Nation-
al Security and Defense
Council, said in an interview
with the BBC published
Wednesday that another
such mission is necessary to
prevent Russia from claim-
ing control over the body
of water. Russia's Foreign
Ministry on Wednesday de-
nounced his remarks as a
"provocation."

On Nov. 25, the Russian
coast guard fired upon
and seized three Ukrainian
naval vessels and 24 sea-
men when they tried to sail
from the Black Sea into the
Sea of Azov. The U.S. and
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its NATO allies have con-
demned what they de-
scribed as unjustified use of
force by Russia, and urged
Moscow to release the
boats and their crews.
Ukraine said its boats op-
erated in line with interna-
tional rules, while Russia
charged that the Ukrainian
vessels had failed to obtain
permission to pass.

The standoff has further
fueled the tug-of-war be-
tween the two neighbors
over Russia's 2014 annexa-
tion of Crimea and support
for separatist rebels in east-
ern Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko responded to
the incident by introduc-
ing martial law for 30 days,
something Ukraine hadn't
done even after Crimea's
annexation and amid
large-scale fighting with
Russia-backed separatists

N

In this Nov. 25, 2018 file photo, damage can be seen to one of
three Ukrainian ships seized by Russia during a naval incident
near the annexed Crimean Peninsula.

in the east in 2014-2015.

As part of martial law,
Ukraine has beefed up its
forces on the border with
Russia, called up reserv-
ists for training and barred
entry to all Russian males
aged between 16 and 60.
Amid the tensions, Russia
and Ukraine accused each

Associated Press

other of making plans to
launch a military action.
Turchynov told the BBC
that it's essential for Ukraine
to mount a new naval
deployment into the Sea
of Azov, warning that if
Ukraine stands back Rus-
sia will take over sea routes
and dictate its will.
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"We have no alternative,"
he said. He said Ukraine
would invite representa-
tives of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation
in Europe and other inter-
national organizations to
put their representatives on
board the Ukrainian ships
during the mission. The
Ukrainian official didn't say
when Ukraine expects to
launch it. Turchynov noted
that the Ukrainian military
plans to deploy new mis-
siles onshore, adding that
they would be capable of
destroy the bridge linking
Crimea with Russia.

In Moscow, Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Ma-
ria Zakharova denounced
Turchynov's statement as
"irresponsible," adding that
it would only exacerbate
tensions and derail Euro-
pean efforts to de-escalate
the situation.

Morocco:

By AMIRA EL-MASAITI
RABAT, Morocco (AP)
The lone suspect arrested
in the kiling of two Scandi-
navian tourists in Morocco's
Atlas Mountains is connect-
ed to a terrorist group, and
three other suspects are on
the run, Moroccan authori-
ties said Wednesday.

State television 2M report-
ed on its website that au-
thorities consider the two
women's slayings a terrorist
act. Local media reported
that the suspects had links
to the Islamic State group.
The women, who were
from Denmark and Nor-
way, were discovered
stabbed in the neck Mon-
day by other tourists, who
alerted police, according
to national media. Hiking
in the area was temporarily
suspended.

The kilings have shocked
Morocco, a popular tourist

Terrorist ties to Scandinavian hiker slaylng

destination where such at-
tacks on foreigners are ex-
tremely rare.

The Rabat public prosecu-
tor's office said in a state-
ment Wednesday that
the only captured suspect
has affiliations to a terrorist
group, without naming the
group.

The suspect was arrested
in Marrakech on Tuesday.
Three other suspects have
been identified and but
are still on the run, a secu-
rity official told The Associ-
ated Press. The official was
not authorized to be pub-
licly named.

The remote mountainous
region where the women
were found dead is 10 kilo-
meters (6.2 miles) from the
vilage of Imlil — often the
starting point for treks to
Mount Toubkal, North Af-
rica's highest peak.
Broadcaster 2M released

photos and videos Wednes-
day of forensic investigators
and others working around
the women's brightly col-
ored tent on a rocky hill-
side. The broadcaster said
the tent held food and be-
longings for three people,
including an ID card.
Moroccan media outlets
reported that investigators
have video surveillance
footage showing three
suspects putting up a tent
near the victims' tent and
leaving the area after the
slaying.

Authorities in Denmark and
Norway warned their citi-
zens from hiking without lo-
cal guides in Morocco after
the kiling. Danish police of-
ficials said Wednesday they
sent an officer to Morocco
to assist in the investigation.
Morocco is generally con-
sidered safe for tourists and
is a key ally of the United

In this photo provided by Moroccan news channel 2M and tak-
en on Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018, a security team is seen at the
area where the bodies of two Scandinavian women tourists
were found dead, near Imlil in the High Atlas mountains, Mo-
rocco.

States and Europe in the
fight against terrorism. Mo-
rocco has struggled for
years with sporadic Islamic

Associated Press

extremism, and more than
1,000 Moroccans are be-
lieved to have joined the
Islamic State group.(
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Japan wants Seoul's political decision on forced labor row

By MARI YAMAGUCHI
TOKYO (AP) — Japan's top
diplomat said Wednesday
that South Korea's govern-
ment taking action to re-
solve a legal dispute stem-
ming from South Korean
court rulings on forced la-
bor during Japanese co-
lonial rule is emerging as a
key diplomatic priority.
Foreign Minister Taro Kono
said in a speech on the
country's diplomatic out-
look that the dispute rep-
resents deteriorating ties
between the two nations.
Tokyo is waiting for Seoul
to take steps to uphold the
1965 compensation treaty
that has served as the legal
foundation for bilateral re-
lations, he said.

"The South Korean supreme

Japan's Foreign Minister Taro Kono speaks at a press confer-
ence in Tokyo Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018.

court rulings worry me,
Kono said. "But I'm confi-
dent that the South Korean
side will handle appropri-
ately so that the legal foun-

Associated Press

dation of our relationship
won't be damaged, and
we will be waiting."

South Korea's top court re-
cently ordered Japanese

companies to compensate
Korean plaintiffs who were
forced to work at factories
and mines during Japan's
colonial rule of the Kore-
an Peninsula. The court in
October ordered Nippon
Steel & Sumitomo Metal
Corp. to pay 100 million
won ($87,680) each to four
plaintiffs for their wartime
forced labor at the com-
pany. The court made simi-
lar rulings on another com-
pany, Mitsubishi Heavy In-
dustries, triggering disputes
between the two countries.
Earlier this month, lawyers
representing the Korean
plaintiffs said they will start
a legal process to freeze
some of Nippon Steel's as-
sets in South Korea if the
company doesn't agree to

negotiate compensation
by Christmas Eve. Tokyo
has urged Seoul to seek
ways to protect Japanese
companies from financial
damage.

The recent rulings in South
Korea are threatening to
undermine relations with
Japan, which has argued
that the issue of forced la-
borers was settled when
Tokyo and Seoul signed a
treaty in 1965 that restored
diplomatic ties and had
Japan provide $500 million
to South Korea in econom-
ic assistance rather than
compensation. South Ko-
rea says the treaty does not
terminate individuals' right
to seek compensation for
the inhumane experiences
they were forced into.

Police raid home of Brazil cabinet minister in graft probe

By MARCELO SILVA DE SOU-
SA

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra-
zilian Federal Police raided
the home of Science and
Technology Minister Gilber-
to Kassab Wednesday fol-
lowing accusations that he
received millions in bribes
from the JBS food compa-
ny between 2010 and 2016.
Prosecutors said they sus-
pect that the minister may
have received as much as
$13.8 million in exchange
for defending the interests
of JBS during his tenures as
mayor of Sao Paulo and as
a congressman.

Brazil's Supreme Court au-
thorized the operation,
which included a total of
six search warrants in the
states of Sao Paulo and Rio
Grande do Norte, followed

a request by Attorney Gen-
eral Raquel Dodge.

The Attorney General's Of-
fice said the raid on Kass-
ab's residence in Sao Paulo
followed testimony by the
owner of JBS, Wesley Batis-
ta, and executive Ricardo
Saud, who said that they
were responsible for paying
the bribes. Batista and Saud
are receiving preferential
treatment in exchange for
their testimony in a variety
of corruption cases.

In a statement to Brazilian
paper G1, Kassab defend-
ed himself saying, "Through-
out my years of public ser-
vice | have never been
compromised. | make my-
self available at the disposi-
tion of the courts."
According to the Attorney
General's Office, Kassab re-

In this Sept. 5, 2018 handout photo released by Agencia Brasil,
Science and Technology Minister Gilberto Kassab attends a ses-
sion in Congress, in Brasilia, Brazil.

ceived a monthly payment
from JBS between 2010 and
2016 to defend the interests
of the company. To ob-
scure the payment, it said,

Associated Press

JBS signed a fictitious con-
tract to provide services
with a transport company
that had a relationship with
J&F, the holding company

of JBS.

It also said JBS made cash
campaign donations in
2014 to the Social Demo-
cratic Party — then chaired
by Kassab — which was
part of a coalition backing
Workers Party presidential
candidate Dilma Rousseff.
On November 9, the Fed-
eral Police arrested Joes-
ley Batista, former director
of JBS, one of the world's
largest food companies, as
part of an investigation into
corruption and irregularities
between 2014 and 2015 in
the Ministry of Agriculture.
However, only three days
later the Supreme Court or-
dered him released, ruling
the arrest was unjustified
due to Batista's willingness
to cooperate and the an-
tiquity of the accusations.[[]



BAKVAL — Tuscany Resi-
dence Aruba is a develop-
ment project consisting of
180 homes located in the
area of Bakval, Noord. Right
behind the Ritz Carlton and
walking distance from the
beach. This is home away
from home. Missing out
on these pre-construction
prices would be a shame.

You can already own your
dream Townhouse with 3
bedrooms and 2,5 bath-
rooms for a pre-construc-
tion price of $328.000,- This
is for the quick decision
makers. 2018 is almost over
and we only have 3 Town-
houses left.

Tuscany residence is a
unique development. It
is the only development
where different houses will
be built in one residen-
tial park. In this first phase
we build 8 Townhouses, 8
stand-alone 2- and 3 story
Villas and 36 Condomini-
ums. Basically there is a
house for every dream
starting from $328.000 to
$776.000

It is just within walking dis-
tance of Palm Beach,
down the road from the Ritz
Carlton and the Marriott.
Watersports like Kite-surfing,
wind surfing and sailing are

[/
(] 5

an everyday possibility.
Open-air malls for shopping
are close and for every
taste there is a restaurant
nearby.

All our houses are built on
property land and have a
beautiful modern Europe-

an design.
We use the latest tech-
niques in building and

make sure the houses will
be sustainable and energy-
efficient inside and out. For
those days where you do
not feel like going to the
beach you should know
that all the Villas will have a
private pool in the yard and

there are big community
pools with dressing rooms
showers and sunbeds for
the Townhouse and Con-
dominium owners.

The Townhouses are the
first to be built in phase 1 of
the development. And as a
matter of fact we already
started with the founda-
tion. The spacious Town-
houses have a covered
entrance porch with a little
bench. There is a private
parking space in front of
each Townhouse. The luxu-
ry kitchen, living and dining
room is one big light space
with sliding doors in the
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front and the back to give
you access to your cov-
ered terrace. The wooden
staircase leads you to the
second floor. At the front is
the master bedroom with
bathroom and access to
the balcony. At the rear
side there are 2 more bed-
rooms and one bathroom.

Not only the design is mod-
ern. The material and tech-
niques that are being used
are unique and new for
Aruba. Traditionally houses
on the island are built with
concrete blocks. The Town-
houses will be built with
cellular concrete which is

pre-fabricated in The Neth-
erlands where it is used
a lot. Cellular concrete is
lightweight and provides
structure, insulation and it
is fire and mold-resistant.
Because of the fact that it
is pre-fabricated, the build-
ing of the Townhouses will
go fast and Tuscany ex-
pects the first home owners
to move in by the begin-
ning of August 2019.

All the properties are amaz-
ing vacation homes but
also a great investment.
Because of the great loca-
tion and facilities in the resi-
dential park it is possible to
rent out the houses as va-
cation rental homes during
the periods the houses are
not used by the owner.

Check the website www.
tuscanyresidencearuba.
com for more information.
Call 280-4664 to schedule
an appointment.

Randolph and Vicky will
provide you with all the in-
formation you need.

Tuscany Residence Aruba
also provides a pick-up ser-
vice!

Randolph Arends 593-9177

- randolph@livingtoday.aw
Vicky Wesseling 594-6161 -

vicky@livingtoday.aw [}
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NOORD — Mark our words—you
are in for a dining journey like no
other! Every Thursday, The Restau-
rant at Tierra del Sol invites you to
taste as many tapa-sized items as
you wish from our extensive fine
dining menu. Sit back, relax, and
explore the many foods and fla-

vors, perfectly paired with a wine
or beverage of your choice.

Casual yet Sophisticated

Everyone loves sharing a fantastic
meal, right? Whether you’re cel-
ebrating a special occasion, en-
joying some quality time with loved

Tierra del Sol Restaurant:

ones, or breaking bread with busi-
ness associates, dining at Tierra del
Sol, consistently ranked for more
than two decades as one of the
best restaurants offering fine dining
in Aruba, is always a memorable
experience.

Thursdays from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM
you are in for a dining journey like
none other. Why limit yourself to
one or two choices when you can
enjoy so much more. Fresh Oys-
ter, Tuna Tataki, Crab and Shrimp
Cocktalil, Bruschetta Caprese, Beef
Carpaccio, Pulled Pork Taco, Es-
cargots and Shrimp, Thai Crab-
cake, Thai Crabcake, Puff Pastry,

All You Can Taste Experience

Lobster Cappuccino are the deli-
cious appetizers you may choose
from. Main courses that tickle your
taste buds are Beef Rib Eye, Carib-
bean Sea Bass and Shrimp, Duck
& Pork belly, Apple Wood Smoked
Bacon Pasta and Asparagus Risot-
to.

Heavenly desserts that are part
of the menu: Duo of Quesillo and
Brownie, Cheesecake, Choco-
late Forest Fruit, Crispy apple pie,
Chef’s Dessert Surprise.

Please be advised that The Restau-
rant will not be offering their regular
a la carte menu during this special.
Reservations are required. [}

Honoring at the Manchebo Beach Resort and Spa

visitors as Goodwill Ambassador. The Goodwill

Ambassador is presented on behalf of the Min-

ister of Tourism, as a token of appreciation to
Jr—

-

PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richardson
of the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly

the guests who visit Aruba 20 years and more
consecutively.

The honorees are Mr. Wouter Nijhuis and Mrs.
Willempje Bolerenbrood.

This lovely couple stated that they love the is-
land very much, especially for the year-round
sunny weather, blue waters and sandy beach-
es and Aruba’s warm and friendly people.

Ms. Richardson together with the representa-
tives of the Manchebo Beach Resort and Spa
presented the certificate to the honorees, and
also handed over some presents and thanked
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite vaca-
tion destination and as their home away from
home. ]
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Christmas Lights

ORANJESTAD — Christmas in Aruba would
not be complete without a visit to see the
Christmas Lights around the island. By just
driving around on the main roads you can
enjoy a variety of creativity with colorful
lights being displayed on various Aruban
homes. Also the majority of the round-
abouts are decorated.

If you are lucky enough you might hear
Christmas carols and “gaitas” at any of
these locations but also at the malls and
stores. Gaita is a style of Venezuelan folk
music from Maracaibo in Zulia State. It is
possibly derived from gaits, the Gothic
word for goat, the animal whose skin gen-
erally is used for the membrane of the furro
instrument (kind of tambura with stick).
Other instruments used in gaita include
maracas, cuatro, charrasca and tambora
(Venezuelan drum). Song themes range
from humorous and love songs to protest
songs. The local gaita bands are com-
posed mostly of a group of ladies who sing
with angelic voices while they dance in a
choreographic manner.

The map shown here will give you an over-
view of the most popular decorated plac-
es around the island. So hop into your car
or call a taxi driver to go around and enjoy
the spectacular Christmas scenes. [_]
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Meet Urgent Care Aruba (UCA)

NOORD — It is your worst nightmare during a vacation, but if it happens you’d better
cure it as quickly and professional as possible. | am talking about health issues that
occur during your relaxing holidays and that need immediate urgent attention. Where
do you go on Aruba? Easy: grab a cab for the short ride to Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) at
the Noord Medical Center and be attended prompt without schedule by highly trained
and experienced physicians.

For more than 28 years Dr. Carlos Yagua Sr. and his wife Dr. Noris Velasquez, have a
practice on the island that runs with success and out of that seed grew the first and
only private Urgent Care Center. This on initiative of their four children, all physicians,
who wanted to create an alternative to the crowded ER. Big and small health issues
are being offered a quick, reliable and efficient solution here under the direction of Dr.
Carlos Yagua Jr. who is general physician with a dual-master’s degree in healthcare
and business administration.

Taking Care

The people taking care of you in Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) are medical assistants and
nurses who work in coordination with registered physicians, all here to attend to your
needs. There are ten consultation rooms for patients, all furnished with the latest equip-
ment like for example a nursing station supplied for specific procedures, digital vitals’
monitors, and green energy efficient white bright LED surgical lights, crash carts, on-
screen diagnostic systems, electrocardiograph (heart screening) and ultrasound. The
clinical laboratory is ISO 9001 Certified and ISO 15189 Accredited, and UCA also offers
point-of-care testing. Results are received within minutes, allowing UCA to provide you
with a reliable diagnosis.

Where, When and How

Open from Monday thru Friday 8am to 11pm, Saturday from 8am to 5pm, and is on
call 24/7, English, Spanish, Dutch or Papiamento are spoken by a medical professional
and rates are low for self-pay patients. The center accepts most major travel insurance
plans. You can see actual waiting times through a web-check in portal and you can
book your appointment.

Location is at Noord Medical Center (Grey Building) at Noord 63. Phone: +297-586-
0448 or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/urgentcarearuba/ [}
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MLB,

union, Cuba
reach deal
for players
to sign

By MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
and RONALD BLUM
Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) — Major
League Baseball, its play-
ers' association and the
Cuban Baseball Federa-
tion reached an agree-
ment that will allow players
from the island to sign big
league contracts with-
out defecting, an effort to
eliminate the dangerous
frafficking that had gone
on for decades.

The agreement, which runs
through Oct. 31, 2021, al-
lows Cubans to sign under
rules similar to those for
players under contract to
clubs in Japan, South Ko-
rea and Taiwan.

"For years, Major League
Baseball has been seek-
ing to end the trafficking
of baseball players from
Cuba by criminal organi-
zations by creating a safe
and legal alternative for
those players to sign with
major league clubs," base-
ball Commissioner Rob
Manfred said in a state-
ment Wednesday. "We be-
lieve that this agreement
accomplishes that objec-
tive and will allow the next
generation of Cuban play-
ers to pursue their dream
without enduring many of
the hardships experienced
by current and former Cu-
ban players who have
played Major League
Baseball."

Depending on the qual-
ity of future players, the
agreement could mean
millions of dollars in future
income for the cash-poor
Cuban federation, which
has seen the quality of
players and facilities de-
cline in recent years as tal-

ent went overseas.
Continued on Page 23

Hartjstopsg20 shots in debut,
& Flyelris top I}ed Wings 3-2

Philadelphia Flyers' Carter Hart acknowledges the crowd after an NHL hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings, Tuesday, Dec.
18, 2018, in Philadelphia. Philadelphia won 3-2.

Associated Press

Page 20
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APNewsBreak: Feds eye move to regulate legal sports betting
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In this Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018, file photo, gamblers place bets in the temporary sports betting area at the SugarHouse Casino in

Philadelphia.

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) —
A pair of U.S. senators from
opposing parties is propos-
ing that the federal govern-
ment take back control of
sports gambling in Ameri-
ca, the first formal move by
Congress after a Supreme
Court ruling reopened a
complex debate over fans
betting on games and who
controls the action.

Several states have begun
offering sports betting after
New Jersey won a long-
fought challenge in May,
and many others are ex-
pected to take up the is-
sue during new legislative
sessions in 2019 as a way
to generate millions in rev-
enue.

The federal bill introduced
Wednesday by Sen. Charles
Schumer, a New York Dem-
ocrat, and Republican Sen.
Orrin Hatch of Utah would
have the U.S. Justice De-
partment set minimum
standards for states to offer
sports betting. It does not
explicitly provide the sports
leagues the cut of gam-
bling revenue they have
been seeking, so-called "in-
tegrity fees," but does not
prohibit them, either.

| knew that Congress had
an obligation to ensure
that the integrity of the

games we love was never
compromised,”  Schumer
said of the Sports Wager-
ing Market Integrity Act of
2018. "That is why | believe
the time is now to establish
a strong national integrity
standard for sports betting
that will protect consumers
and the games themselves
from corruption.”

Hatch said that once the
Supreme Court struck down
the Professional and Ama-
teur Sports Protection Actin
May, "I began working with
stakeholders to ensure we
were doing everything pos-
sible to protect the integrity
of sports from corruption.
"The legislation we've in-
troduced today is the cul-
mination of eight months
of high-level meetings,
discussions, and negotia-
tions, and will serve as a
placeholder for the next
Congress, should they de-
cide to continue working to
address these issues," said
Hatch, who is retiring soon
but wanted to show bipar-
tisan support for federal
regulation.

The NFL weighed in
Wednesday with a letter
to the senators expressing
support for the bill.

"The threats posed to the
integrity of sporting con-

tests cannot be confined
within state borders," wrote
Jocelyn Moore, an NFL
executive vice president.
"Without continued federal
guidance and oversight,
we are very concerned
that sports leagues and
state governments alone
will not be able to fully pro-
tect the integrity of sporting
contests and guard against
the harms Congress has
long recognized as being
associated with sports bet-

ting."

Likewise, Major League
Baseball said in a state-
ment, "Legalized sports

betting is rapidly spreading
across the country, creat-
ing a clear need for a set
of consistent, nationwide
integrity standards to pro-
tect the sports that millions
of Americans love."

The PGA Tour called for es-
tablishment of a national
body to oversee the integ-
rity of sports in the United
States.

The bill also would provide
federal funding from sports
betting taxes for programs
to address problem gam-
bling. The eight states that
already offer sports betting
could still offer it while the
Justice Department evalu-
ates the state laws.

Associated Press

So far, legislatures in Ne-
vada, New Jersey, Dela-
ware, West Virginia, Mis-
sissippi, Pennsylvania and
Rhode Island have legal-
ized sports betting. And
although New Mexico has
not passed a sports betting
law, the Santa Ana Star
Casino & Hotel started tak-
ing sports bets in October
through a tribal gambling
compact. City lawmakers
in Washington also voted
to legalize sports betting
in the District of Columbia
on Tuesday, legislation that
requires Congressional ap-
proval but would make the
nation's capital the first U.S.
jurisdiction without casinos
to authorize sports books.
Several states have already
pre-filed sports betting bills
for early 2019, including
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio,
Tennessee and Virginia,
and Eilers & Krejcik Gam-
ing, which tracks sports bet-
ting legislation, predicts 30
states will consider legisla-
tion in the new year.

The bill would require sports
wagering operators use
data provided or licensed
by the leagues. Legislat-
ing that could be tough
as data source require-
ments have been chal-
lenged in court in other

ways, with courts holding
that fantasy sports opera-
tors aren't required to use
official league data. Some
leagues, like the NBA and
MLB, have reached private
agreements with casinos
for use of data, particularly
for wagers made during
games on outcomes within
each contest.

The federal bill also would
create a National Sports
Wagering Clearinghouse
to receive and share sports
wagering data and suspi-
cious transaction reports
among sports wagering
operators, state regulators,
sports organizations and
federal and state law en-
forcement.

New Jersey's Supreme
Court victory set up a
patchwork of laws and
rules that differ from state
to state. Leagues including
the NBA, NFL, MLB and NHL
have sought one uniform
set of rules nationwide.

The bill would allow betting
on the Olympics and col-
lege sports, but would ban
it on other amateur sports.

It also would establish a na-
tionwide self-exclusion list
that people with gambling
problems can add their
names to in order to pro-
hibit sports betting provid-
ers from allowing them to
bet, similar to state lists that
casinos maintain.

It remains to be seen
whether the bill has enough
support in the incoming
Congress to progress. The
casino industry's main trade
association, the Ameri-
can Gaming Association,
called the bill "the epitome
of a solution in search of
a problem," adding that
questions like which data
should be used by compa-
nies should be worked out
by the free market, not leg-
islated by government.

But Schumer said he will
push hard for the bill, not-
ing that his political differ-
ences with Hatch indicate
it is something that has sup-
port from both parties.

"No bet is ever a guaran-
teed win, but it's a smart
bet that | will strongly ad-
vocate for this bill to move
forward and that Congress
will vote to pass federal leg-
islation very soon," Schumer
said.[]
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Oranjestad- Rennaissance
Marina Downtown is home to
the Driftwood Fishing Charters,
the successful fishermen of the
established seafood restaurant
Driftwood. Herby senior and
Herby Junior both share a
passion and love for fishing.
They know what the local
waters have to offer and what
fresh fish really means. Over 30
years ago, the idea for the
fishing charter was born.

Captain Herby would catch the
fish to be served at the restau-
rant the same day. That
concept still lives, what is
‘hooked’ during the day is
cooked in the evening at the
restaurant.

Herby shares his experience
with his crew, who take out
guests daily on their tourna-
ment rigged 35ft twin engine

Catch your own dinner with Driftwood!

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish!

Bertram “Driftwood” or on their
more spacious 37ft twin
engine Bertram called “Living
Easy". Both yachts are available
for charters from 8am to 12
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour
trips also available). To book a
fishing charter visit
www.driftwoodfishingcharters
«com or call Herbert direct at
(297)-5924040.

Have an authentic seafood dining
experience at Driftwood Restau-
rant, situated in the characteristic
downtown Oranjestad. This com-
fortable downtown restaurant
has a long tradition (30 years) of
serving the freshest fish, the
biggest shrimp, and the most
succulent Caribbean Lobster.
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to
10.30pm (closed on Sundays)

For reservations visit
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call
(297)-5832515

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad,
Aruba

Olympic Swimmer Missy Franklin retires, citing chronic pain

By The Associated Press
Five-time Olympic cham-
pion Missy Franklin is retir-
ing from swimming at age
23, citing chronic shoulder
pain that has affected her
for the last 2% years.

She announced her plans
Wednesday in a letter post-
ed on ESPN.com . Frank-
lin's spokeswoman says the
swimmer is with her family in
Colorado for the holidays
and isn't commenting fur-
ther for now.

Franklin's success and bub-
bly personality made her a
darling of the 2012 London
Olympics. At age 17, she
became the first woman
to win four gold medals in
a single Olympics in any
sport.

‘It took me a long time to
say the words, 'l am retir-
ing," Franklin wrote. "A
long, long time. But now I'm
ready. I'm ready to not be
in pain every day. I'm ready
to become a wife, one day
a mother. I'm ready to con-
tinue growing each and

every day to be the best
person and role model |
can be. I'm ready for the
rest of my life."

Franklin is engaged to
Hayes Johnson, a former
Texas swimmer.

She won six golds at the
2013 world championships
in Barcelona in what would
be her last major success.
Instead of turning profes-
sional, Franklin chose to at-
tend college at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley,
and compete for the Gold-
en Bears. She helped them
win the 2015 NCAA cham-
pionship but developed a
nagging back injury.
Franklin failed to win an indi-
vidual gold at the 2014 Pan
Pacific championships or
2015 world championships.
She turned pro before the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Games
and returned home to train
under Todd Schmitz, with
whom she started in the
sport. Four months before
Rio, she withdrew from a
meet with shoulder pain

i
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In this Aug. 3, 2012, file photo, United States' Missy Franklin reacts to her gold medal win in the
women's 200-meter backstroke final at the Aquatics Centre in the Olympic Park during the 2012

Summer Olympics in London.

and later revealed she was
struggling with depression,
anxiety and insomnia.

In Rio, Franklin failed to
make the finals in either of
her two individual events
and won her only medal, a
gold, by swimming the pre-
liminary heat of the 4x200-
meter freestyle relay. She
was not one of the four
Americans who stood atop
the podium after the U.S.
won the final.

"Looking back, surviving
through those eight days
in Rio was the greatest ac-
complishment of my ca-
reer,” Franklin wrote in her
retirement letter. "I was
able to stay true to who |
was as much in failure and
disappointment as | had in
winning and being the best
in the world."

She had surgery on both
shoulders in January and
February 2017, but the pain

Associated Press

never completely subsided.
Early this year, she enrolled
at Georgia but was never
able to regain the form she
displayed as a teenager.
Franklin's last competitive
race was in the 200 free at
the U.S. nationals in July.
She finished third in the C fi-
nal. She is the current world
record holder in the 200
backstroke and won 27 ca-
reer medals in international
competition.]
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Hart, Gordon win in debuts as Flyers top Red Wings 3-2

By The Associated Press
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Cart-
er Hart made 22 saves in
his NHL debut and Shayne
Gostisbehere and James
van Riemsdyk each had a
goal and an assist as the
Philadelphia Flyers defeat-
ed the Detroit Red Wings
3-2 on Tuesday night and
made interim coach Scott
Gordon a winner in his first
game.

Radko Gudas also scored
for Philadelphia, which
snapped a four-game los-
ing streak.

The Flyers were playing
their first game since head
coach Dave Hakstol was
fred on Monday, a more
that capped a tumultuous
few weeks. General man-
ager Ron Hextall was fired
last month and new GM
Chuck Fletcher ended Hak-
stol's four-year tenure after
a 1-4 road trip was punc-
tuated by Saturday's 5-1
loss at Vancouver. The Fly-
ers entered the game last
in the Eastern Conference
with 28 points.

Fletcher promoted Gordon
from the Flyers' AHL Lehigh
Valley affiliate.

Dennis Cholowski and Ja-
cob de la Rose scored for
Detroit, which has lost four
in a row and five of six.
MAPLE LEAFS 7, DEVILS 2
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — John
Tavares, Auston Mat-
thews and Patrick Marleau
scored in the opening 13:38
to lead Toronto.

Nazem Kadri matched
his career high with three
assists and Mitch Marner
and Morgan Rielly added
second-period goals as
Toronto embarrassed New
Jersey for the second time
this season and won for the
seventh time in 11 games.
Tyler Ennis scored two late
goals.

Frederik Andersen made
27 saves in winning for the
second time in his last five
starts.

Sami Vatanen and Nico
Hischier scored for the
struggling Devils, who are
3-6-6 in their last 15 games.
Keith Kinkaid gave up five
goals on 21 shots before
being lifted with New Jer-
sey down 5-1 after 40 min-
utes.

PANTHERS 5, SABRES 2
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Ev-

Philadelphia Flyers' Carter Hart, left, blocks a shot as Detroit Red Wings' Justin Abdelkader, center,
and Travis Sanheim look for the rebound during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Tuesday,
Dec. 18, 2018, in Philadelphia.

genii Dadonov had two
goals and an assist to pace
Florida.

Troy Brouwer, Aleksander
Barkov and Frank Vatrano
also scored for the Pan-
thers, who scored three
goals in a span of 2:44 in
the third period. Roberto
Luongo made 30 saves.
Jeff Skinner and Rasmus Ris-
tolainen scored for Buffalo,
which lost to Florida for the
seventh consecutive time.
Carter Hutton made 30
saves.

RANGERS 3, DUCKS 1

NEW YORK (AP) — Kevin
Hayes scored on a short-
handed breakaway with
40 seconds remaining and
New York ralied to beat
Anaheim.

Vladislav Namestnikov had
a goal and two assists, and
Filip Chytil added an emp-
ty-netter in the Rangers'
three-goal third period. Al-
exandar Georgiev, called
up on Sunday after a stint
in the minors, stopped 14
shots to help New York win
for the second time in eight
games (2-3-3).

Pontus Aberg scored on a
deflection in the second
period for the Ducks, who
had won nine of their previ-
ous 10 games. Chad John-
son, claimed off waivers
from St. Louis on Dec. 11,
finished with 21 saves in his
Anaheim debut.

SHARKS 4, WILD 0

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Lo-
gan Couture scored twice
and Martin Jones made
26 saves for his first shutout
this season and the 20th of
his career in San Jose's win
over Minnesota.

Joe Pavelski added his 21st
goal for San Jose, which
has won five straight games
and seven of eight. Sharks
rookie Lukas Radil had an
empty-net goal and one
assist.

Devan Dubnyk stopped 21
shots for Minnesota, which
has lost seven of 10.

BLACKHAWKS 2, PREDA-
TORS 1
CHICAGO (AP) — Cam

Ward made 30 saves in
his first start since Corey
Crawford was sidelined by
a concussion, helping Chi-
cago top Nashville.
Defensemen Gustav
Forsling and Erik Gustafsson
scored forlast-place Chica-
go, which had dropped 10
of 11. Patrick Kane picked
up an assist on Gustafsson's
tiebreaking goal in the sec-
ond period, giving him at
least one point in seven of
his last eight games.

Kevin Fiala scored for the
Predators, who dropped to
0-6-2 in their last eight road
games. Pekka Rinne had 34
stops.

STARS 2, FLAMES 0

DALLAS (AP) — Ben Bishop
got help from backup An-
ton Khudobin in a com-

Associated Press

bined shutout and Dallas
beat Pacific Division-lead-
ing Calgary.

Jamie Benn and Radek
Faksa scored for the Stars.
Bishop was injured with
6:23 remaining in the sec-
ond period when Garnet
Hathaway skated into him
behind the net. Khudobin
closed out the period with
three saves, and Bishop re-
turned for the third, when
he made 12 of his 21 stops.
Hathaway was penalized
for goaltender interfer-
ence.

Dallas returned from an 0-4
trip to win their fifth straight
home game. The Flames
had won three straight and
eight of nine.

David Rittich stopped 26
shots for the Flames.
ISLANDERS 3, COYOTES 1
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) —
Robin Lehner stopped 35
shots, Anthony Beauvillier
scored his fourth goal in five
games and New York beat
struggling Arizona.
Arizona's Mario Kempe
scored in the first period,
but Joshua Ho-Sang an-
swered and Brock Nelson
put New York ahead with a
goal early in the second.
Beauvilier made it a two-
goal lead and Ryan Pu-
lock had two assists for the
Islanders, who withstood a
late power play to win their
third straight. Darcy Kuem-
per stopped 29 shots for the

Coyotes in their sixth loss in
seven games since a four-
game winning streak.
BLUES 4, OILERS 1
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP)
— Pat Maroon was cred-
ited with the tiebreaking
goal following a replay re-
view early in the third pe-
riod, and St. Louis went on
to beat Edmonton.

David Perron, Vladimir
Tarasenko and Jaden
Schwartz also scored for
the Blues, who have won
three of four. Brayden
Schenn had three assists.
Jesse Puljujarvi scored for
the Oilers, who had won six
straight home games.
Maroon's goal came 2:19
into the final period. Of-
ficials declared the puck

crossed the line during
a goal-mouth scramble,
even though initially no

goal was called on the ice.
LIGHTNING 5, CANUCKS 2
VANCOUVER, British Colum-
bia (AP) — Nikita Kucherov
had a goal and an assist to
reach 50 points this season
and lead Tampa Bay.

A feisty Canucks squad
kept pace with Tampa Bay
in a heated game marked
by a flurry of fights, but
couldn't overpower the top
team in the NHL.

Cedric Paquette, Adam
Erne, Steven Stamkos and
Ondrej Palat also scored
for the Lightning (26-7-2).
Tampa Bay has not lost in
regulation since Nov. 27.
Tyler Motte and Chris Tanev
had the goals for the Ca-
nucks (16-17-4).

Anders Nilsson stopped
34 of 38 shots for Vancou-
ver, and Andrei Vasilevskiy
made 36 saves for Tampa
Bay.

KINGS 4, JETS 1

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Austin
Wagner scored twice and
Los Angeles snapped a
four-game losing streak.
Alex lafallo and Nate
Thompson each had a goal
and Jonathan Quick made
27 saves for the Kings, who
ended Winnipeg's five-
game winning streak.
Mathieu Perreault scored
for the fifth straight game
and Connor Hellebuyck
stopped 27 shots as the
Jets lost for only the second
time in 11 games. Winnipeg
also had won five in a row
on the road.d
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Chargers lead Pro Bowl selections with 7 players

NEW YORK (AP) — The Los
Angeles Chargers placed
seven players in the Pro
Bowl, including safety Der-
win James, one of six rook-
ies across the league to
make the game.

James, a first-round draft
choice, will be joined on
the AFC squad by veteran
quarterback Philip Rivers,
wide receiver Keenan Al-

len, running back Melvin
Gordon, defensive end
Melvin  Ingram, center

Mike Pouncey and special-
teamer Adrian Phillips for
the game, which will be
played Jan. 27 in Orlando.
James and Phillips are the
only starters, though.

Rivers is a backup to Kan-
sas City's Patrick Mahomes,
one of 29 first-time Pro Bowl-
ers. That, of course, includes
all the rookies: James, Gi-
ants running back Saquon
Barkley, Seahawks punter
Michael Dickson, Broncos
running back Phillip Lindsay,
Indianapolis guard Quen-
ton Nelson and Cleveland
cornerback Denzel Wads.
Lindsay is an undrafted
player.

New England's Tom Brady is
the other AFC quarterback,
making it for the 14th time.
Noticeably missing is the
Colts' Andrew Luck.

New Orleans, led by quar-
terback Drew Brees, Dallas
and Chicago paced the
NFC with five players each.
Brees is the starter, backed
up by Green Bay's Aaron

Rodgers and the Rams' Jar-
ed Goff.

Buffalo, Oakland and Tam-
pa Bay had no Pro Bowl se-
lections.

Pittsburgh and Kansas City
each had six players cho-
sen, including such first-tim-
ers as Steelers running back
James Conner and Ma-
homes, both having break-
through years.

Cleveland has a first overall
draft choice in the game
— not Baker Mayfield, but
2017 top pick Myles Garrett
at defensive end.

"Football is a team game
and you can't do it on your
own," said Garrett, who
leads the Browns with 12%
sacks. "I'm happy to be
able to share this experi-
ence with Denzel because
this honor is really a testa-
ment to our entire defense."
Among the perennial AFC
choices returning to the
game are Houston DE J.J.
Watt, Pittsburgh WR Anto-
nio Brown, Baltimore guard
Marshal Yanda and safety
Eric Weddle, Cincinnati DT
Geno Atkins and Denver LB
Von Miller.

"To get recognized by your
peers, the coaches and the
fans, it means a lot," Wed-
dle said. "It's always special
to put in the hard work and
to try your best and then
get recognized. The Pro
Bowl is something | never
take for granted, and I'm
pretty stoked about it. Each
year you just work hard and

In this Dec. 13, 2018 file photo Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) flips the ball
during the first half of an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Chargers in Kansas City, Mo.

try to play your very best.
To receive recognition for
what you do on the field,
even if it may not show up
in other areas, is awesome."
For the NFC, frequent re-
peaters include Atlanta
WR Julio Jones and C Alex
Mack, Dallas tackle Tyron
Smith, inside LBs Luke Kue-
chly of Carolina and Bobby
Wagner of Seattle, Arizona
CB Patrick Peterson, Rams
DT Aaron Donald and Bears
LB Khalil Mack.

One of the newcomers,
Chicago DT Akiem Hicks,
sounded overwhelmed by
the honor.

"I have played the game of
football my entire life and
this is the greatest acco-
lade I've ever achieved,"
he said.

There will be a brother com-
bination at center for the
AFC as Maurkice Pouncey
of Pittsburgh is the starter
ahead of Mike Pouncey.
The Jets, despite a 4-10 re-

Associated Press

cord, have three Pro Bowl-
ers in safety Jamal Adams,
kicker Jason Myers and re-
turn specialist Andre Rob-
erts — all first-timers.

Pro Bowl coaching staffs
will be from the losing
teams in the AFC and NFC
divisional playoffs with the
best regular-season re-
cords. Each player on the
winning Pro Bowl team re-
ceives $67,000, while each
player on the losing squad
earns $34,000.1

Hall of Fame President

By BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer
David Baker is remaining
president and CEO of the
Pro Football Hall of Fame
under a five-year extension
and will take the role of
chairman of Johnson Con-
trols Hall of Fame Village.
Baker will oversee the $889
million mixed-use develop-
ment project underway
around the Hall of Fame's
campus in Canton, Ohio.
He began running the hall
in 2014.

The Hall of Fame has ex-
panded its imprint through-
out football. Baker says
the development of the
vilage will result in the first
sports and entertainment

"smart city. Two major com-
ponents already are op-
erating: Tom Benson Hall
of Fame Stadium and the
National Youth Football &
Sports Complex.

"David has made a pro-
found impact on raising the
profile of the Pro Football
Hall of Fame," Hall of Fame
running back Curtis Mar-
tin said. "His leadership has
created a platform for me
and other Hall of Famers to
use this game as a way to
inspire others."

Baker is a former mayor of
Irvine, California, and for-
mer commissioner of the
Arena Football League. His
son Sam played for the At-
lanta Falcons.

David Baker gets 5-year extension

At 6-foot-9 and nearly 400
pounds, David Baker is hard
to miss. Jerry Kramer called
him "pretty" when Baker
knocked on his hotel room
door to tell the Green Bay
Packers great he made the
Hall of Fame last year.

Baker describes the hall as
"more than football and
more than the worship
of football heroes. We all
might think these guys fell
out of bed great, but what
makes them great s ... they
have dragged as many
people up with them."

Baker points to the growth
of the game's popularity
beyond the United States.
The Hall of Fame is staging
a high school all-star game

in Mexico this week, where
30 recruits will announce
their choice of college. The
Black College Hall of Fame
is now part of the Canton
campus.

Baker will oversee a mas-
sive development that re-
ceived a commitment for
more than $100 million over
18 years from Johnson Con-
trols. The village will include
the already completed
stadium; the youth sports
complex; an indoor arena,;
a center for athletic perfor-
mance and safety; a play-
er care center; and hotel.
"Great progress has been
made," he said. "And |
know that the very best is
still ahead."

In this Nov. 1, 2018, file photo,
Pro Football Hall of Fame pres-
ident David Baker speaks dur-
ing halftime of an NFL football
game between the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and the Oakland
Raiders in Santa Clara, Calif.
Associated Press
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Russell helps Nets hold off Lakers
for 6-game winning streak

By The Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — D'Angelo
Russell had 22 points and a
career high-tying 13 assists
against his former team,
and the Brooklyn Nets ran
the NBA's longest winning
streak to six games by beat-
ing the Los Angeles Lakers
115-110 on Tuesday night.
Joe Harris added 19 points
and Spencer Dinwiddie
scored 18 for the Nets,
who last won six in a row
from March 25 to April 3,
2015. Rondae Hollis-Jeffer-
son finished with 17 points
and Jared Dudley made
some big baskets down the
stretch to score 13.

LeBron James bounced
back from his lowest-scor-
ing game of the season
with 36 points, 13 rebounds
and eight assists, but the
Lakers finished 1-3 on their
road trip. Kyle Kuzma had
22 points and 11 rebounds,
while Lonzo Ball scored 23.
Brooklyn  continued its
recovery from an eight-
game skid by holding on in
front of a loud, large crowd
that alternated cheering
when the Lakers seized the
momentum and when the
Nets regained it.

NUGGETS 126, MAVERICKS
118

DENVER (AP) — Nikola
Jokic had 32 points and 16
rebounds, Jamal Murray
dished out a career-high 15
assists and Denver extend-
ed its home winning streak
to seven games by beating
Dallas.

At 21-9, the Nuggets
matched the  1976-77
squad for the best start
through 30 games in the
franchise's NBA history.
They also remain on top of
the Western Conference
by percentage points over
Golden State. Thisisrarefied
air for the Nuggets: The last
time they had played more
than 25 games and were
alone in first place in the

conference was March
1977.
Murray contributed 22

points for the injury-deplet-
ed Nuggets, including 10 in
the fourth quarter.

Luka Doncic had a big
game for Dallas with 23
points and a career-best 12

Brooklyn Nets' D'Angelo Russell (1) shoots over Los Angeles Lak-
ers' Kyle Kuzma (0) during the second half of an NBA basketball
game Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018, in New York. The Nets won 115-

110.

assists, while Harrison Barnes
scored 30. The Mavericks
hit 15 3-pointers against the
NBA's top long-range de-
fense.

CAVALIERS 92, PACERS 91
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Larry
Nance Jr.'s buzzer-beat-
ing tip-in for Cleveland
snapped Indiana's seven-
game winning streak.
Nance finished with 15
points and a career-high 16
rebounds in the Cavaliers'
third road win of the sea-
son. Rodney Hood scored
17 to lead Cleveland (8-
23).

The Pacers (20-11) were
led by Domantas Sabonis'
17 points, but they never
took control long enough
to pull away. Victor Oladi-
po missed two free throws
with 9.5 seconds left, failing
to extend Indiana's 91-90
lead.

HAWKS 118, WIZARDS 110

Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — Jeremy Lin
scored 12 of his 16 points in
the final period and Atlan-
ta overcame Bradley Beal's
29 points for Washington.
Seven players scored in
double figures to help the
last-place Hawks (7-23)
stop a three-game skid.
John Collins had 20 points
and 13 rebounds, while
rookie Trae Young scored
19.

Lin's big fourth quarter in-
cluded a dribble fake that
sent Thomas Satoransky
faling backward, leaving
Lin open for a jumper and
a 103-93 lead. Lin added
a layup on Atlanta's next
possession. Trevor Ariza
started at forward and had
19 points in his return to the
Wizards. Beal grabbed 10
rebounds. The 33-year-old
Ariza was acquired from
Phoenix in a trade an-
nounced Monday.

n this Saturday, Aug. 4, 2018 file photo, Henry Cejudo, right,
ducks a kick from Demetrious Johnson during their UFC fly-
weight title mixed martial arts bout at UFC 227 in Los Angeles.

Associated Press

One Championship sets
Mighty Mouse, Alvarez
debuts for Japan

LOS ANGELES (AP) —Deme-
trious Johnson and Eddie
Alvarez will make their One
Championship debuts at
the mixed martial arts pro-
motion's first show in Japan
on March 31.

One Championship on
Wednesday revealed sev-
eral bout matchups to
The Associated Press for its
landmark event in Tokyo.
The show at the Ryogoku
Kokugikan arena will fea-
ture atomweight champi-
on Angela Lee's move up
to challenge One straw-
weight champion Xiong

Jing Nan. Middleweight
champion Aung La N Sang
and lightweight champ

Eduard Folayang also will
defend their belts against
Japanese challengers.
Johnson and Alvarez are
two former UFC champions
who moved to the Singa-
pore-based One Champi-
onship earlier this year.
Johnson, the long-reigning
UFC flyweight champion
better known as "Mighty
Mouse," will take on Japa-
nese flyweight Yuya "Little
Piranha" Wakamatsu in his
first bout for One.

Johnson had won 13 con-
secutive bouts and had
the longest title reign in
UFC history before he sur-
rendered his 125-pound
title in a split-decision loss
to Henry Cejudo in August.
Johnson then moved to
One Championship in Oc-
tober in an effective trade

between the promotions,
with the UFC getting wel-
terweight Ben Askren from
One in the deal.

Alvarez, the former UFC
and Bellator lightweight
champion, will fight Rus-
sian lightweight contender
Timofey Nastyukhin in his
One debut. The well-trav-
eled Alvarez held the UFC
155-pound title in 2016
before losing it to Conor
McGregor. Alvarez is from
Philadelphia, but fought in
Japan several times in his
early career. One has bol-
stered its roster with notable
U.S.-based talent ahead of
a North American televi-
sion deal with Turner Sports
beginning in January.
Along with Johnson and
Alvarez, the promotion also
has signed Sage Northcutt,
the 22-year-old Texas light-
weight promoted as a ma-
jor future star by the UFC.
Lee (9-0), a Canadian-born
Singaporean who grew
up in Hawaii, is among
One Championship's most
popular fighters and its
105-pound champion since
mid-2016. She will move up
10 pounds to challenge
Xiong (13-1) in a superfight
initially planned for Novem-
ber before Lee had to drop
out with a back injury.
Aung La N Sang, from
Myanmar, will defend his
belt against Japan's Ken
Hasegawa in a rematch of
their memorable five-round
bout in June.(



SPORTS

A23

THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER 2018

Senators bring bill to criminalize
vast doping conspiracies

By EDDIE PELLS

AP National Writer

Two U.S. senators have in-
troduced a bill that would
criminalize international
doping conspiracies, the
likes of which Russia pur-
sued during the Sochi
Olympics in 2014.

The measure is named after
Grigory Rodchenkov, the
Moscow lab director who
blew the whistle on Russian
cheating. It is similar to a
bill introduced in the House
earlier this year but is given
a better chance of passing
in part because it focuses
on large-scale corruption
and eliminates language
that would put individuals
in jeopardy for smaller of-
fenses.

Sponsored by Sens. Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, and Sheldon
Whitehouse, D-Rhode Is-
land, the bill calls for fines of
up to $1 million and prison
sentences of up to 10 years
for those who participate in
schemes designed to influ-

ence international sports
competitions through dop-
ing.

The bill is being introduced
two months after the Jus-
tice Department indicted
seven people for involve-
ment in a wide-ranging
Russian hacking scheme
that sought out interna-
tional anti-doping agen-
cies among its targets. That
scheme revealed medical
records of more than 250
athletes. A U.S. attorney
involved in the case said it
was part of Russia's quest
for revenge after some of
its athletes were banned
from the 2016 Olympics.

Under the bil, doping is
added to the list of areas in
which Russia is using sophis-
ticated schemes to disrupt
American institutions. Earlier
this week, the Senate intelli-
gence committee released
reports detailing Russia's
widespread political dis-
information campaign on
social media , designed to

help elect Donald Trump
president in 2016.

"To remain a 'city on a hill,'
America must hold the
crooked and corrupt ac-
countable whenever we
can. That means forcefully
confronting Russia's use of
corruption as a tool of for-
eign policy," Whitehouse
said.

The bill would give pros-
ecutors some of the same
tools they used to bring in-
dictments in 2015 against a
number of FIFA executives
for racketeering, wire fraud
and other financial crimes.
U.S. Anti-Doping Agency
CEO Travis Tygart called
the bill part of an "overall
recognition that doping is
fraud, and when it's done
by organizations, it's going
to be put on the same lev-
el as other types of fraud.

That's a really powerful
statement.”
The bill calls for federal

agencies pursuing doping
cases to consult with the

s [P o8 CCTANY s A

In this Dec. 6, 2017, file photo, the building of the Russian Olym-
pic Committee is seen through a gate decorated with the Olym-

pic rings, in Moscow, Russia.

USADA, which has joined a
chorus of world anti-doping
agencies in criticizing the
World Anti-Doping Agency
and the International Olym-
pic Committee for showing
leniency toward Russia in
the wake of the scandal.

"l think there was unani-
mous agreement (among
U.S. lawmakers) that the in-
stitutions that are supposed
to be policing doping are
not working and, in many
ways, are emboldening
cheaters," said Rodchen-
kov's attorney, Jim Walden.

Associated Press

"l think this is a very direct
way to deter further crimi-
nal activity."

The bill specifically targets
organizations that conduct
doping fraud at major in-
ternational competitions,
such as world champion-
ships or the Olympics. While
the House bill would have
left open the prospect of
athletes suing each oth-
er for damages, this one
would give victims of the
conspiracies the ability to
receive restitution for mon-
ey and opportunities lost.[[]

CUBA, MLB

Continued from Page 17

The agreement marks a
step forward in U.S.-Cuba
relations during a time of
tensions between Cuba
and the Trump administra-
tion, which has pledged
to undo President Barack
Obama’'s 2014 opening
with the island.

MLB said the deal was al-
lowed by amendments to
the Cuban Asset Control
Regulations of March 16,
2016, that established the
provisions of a general li-
cense from the U.S. Trea-
sury Department's Office
of Foreign Assets Control.
The league said OFAC con-
firmed to Major League
Baseball in a letter dated
Sept. 20, 2016, that an
agreement with the Cuban
federation would be valid.
"Baseball has always been
a bridge between our two
nations, facilitating people-
to-people connections and
larger agreements that
have brought our countries
closer together,” said Sen.
Patrick Leahy, a Vermont
Democrat.

Any disputes between MLB
and the Cuban federation
are subject to resolution by

the International Chamber
of Commerce.

"Establishing a safe, legal
process for entry to our sys-
tem is the most important
step we can take to end-
ing the exploitation and
endangerment of Cuban
players who pursue careers
in Major League Baseball,"
union head Tony Clark said
in a statement. "The safety
and well-being of these
young men remains our pri-
mary concern."

Only players under con-
tract to the Cuban federa-
tion are covered by the
agreement, and the Cu-
ban federation agreed to
release all players 25 and
older with at least six years
of professional experience.
They would be classified as
international professionals
under MLB's labor contract
with the players' associa-
tion and not subject to in-
ternational amateur sign-
ing bonus pools.

The Cuban federation may
at its discretion release
younger players to sign mi-
nor league contracts with
MLB organizations.

A player can decide
whether he wants a reg-
istered MLBPA agent to

2 ke T e o - e - mai

In this Monday, May 3, 1999 file photo, members of the Cuban
baseball team carry their country's flag onto the field after a
baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles at Camden Yards

in Baltimore.

negotiate a major league
contract. He may use a
representative other than
an agent to negotiate a
minor league deal.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Flake, an Ari-
zona Republic, called it
a "homerun agreement,"
tweeting "This deal will
make life better for Cuban
baseball players, who wiill
no longer have to risk un-

Associated Press

safe passage to the U.S."
Players have told stories of
harrowing crossings on rafts
and rickety boats — some
later challenged as exag-
gerations.

"Today is a day that | am
extremely happy," said a
statement from Los Ange-
les Dodgers outfielder Yas-
iel Puig, who was smuggled
out of Cuba by traffickers

linked to a Mexican drug
gang, according to court
testimony. "To know fu-
ture Cuban players will not
have to go through what
we went through makes
me so happy."

Cuban-born players have
a long history in the ma-
jor leaguers, led by Minnie
Minoso with nine All-Star
selections, Tony Oliva with
eighth and Camilo Pascual
and Tony Perez with seven
each. And while Puig, Or-
lando and Livan Hernan-
dez, Aroldis Chapman and
others became stars in re-
cent decades, others have
been big-money Dbusts.
Outfielder Rusney Castillo
agreed to a $72.5 million,
seven-year contract with
Boston in 2014 and has ap-
peared in just 99 games
with the Red Sox while
playing 347 in the minor
leagues.

"Words cannot fully express
my heartfelt joy,” Chicago
White Sox All-Star first base-
man Jose Abreu said in a
statement. "Dealing with
the exploitation of smug-
glers and unscrupulous
agencies will finally come
to an end for the Cuban
baseball player. ]
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Need some milk? Driverless cars start delivering groceries

By CATHY BUSSEWITZ

AP Business Writer

The nation’'s largest grocery
chain stepped into the driv-
erless delivery market Tues-
day, bringing milk, eggs
and other items to a cus-
tomer's home in a vehicle
with nobody at the wheel.
Although limited to deliver-
ing within about a mile (1.5
kilometers) of one Arizona
supermarket owned by
Kroger Co., itrepresents the
latest step for industries try-
ing to lower delivery costs of
everyday items and those
trying to launch self-driving
cars on public roads.
Tuesday's delivery arrived
at Shannon Baggett's
house in the Phoenix sub-
urb of Scottsdale. She was
already receiving grocer-
ies weekly from larger,
manned self-driving vehi-
clesthatthe company Nuro
developed and launched
in August. She said it was
surreal to see nobody in the
car bringing her milk, eggs
and strawberries.

"It was very cool to see it
pull up. It was a lot smaller

-
¥

g
it

This undated image provided by The Kroger Co. shows an autonomous vehicle called the R1.

than | thought it would be,"
Baggett said. "l told my
husband, 'We just got our
groceries delivered by a
robot."

But Tuesday's launch
also highlighted some of
the many challenges still
ahead for autonomous ve-
hicles: One of the compact
cars didn't drive as planned
at a media demonstration
because of a dead battery
and had to be pushed up
aramp and onto a truck by
several men.

Kroger and Nuro, which is
based in Mountain View,
California, announced
Tuesday that they would
deliver groceries in the
Scottsdale area, using an
autonomous vehicle called
the R1, which has no steer-
ing wheel and no seats for
people.

Nuro will be adding two of
its completely unmanned
R1 vehicles to its fleet of
manned self-driving ve-
hicles that deliver grocer-
ies, said Dave Ferguson,
president and co-founder
of Nuro. When summoned,

the R1 will travel within a
1-mile (1.5-kilometer) radius
of the Fry's Food store just
east of the Phoenix Zoo at
speeds up to 25 miles per
hour (40 kph) on residential
roads but stay clear of main
roads or highways, accord-
ing to Pam Giannonatti,
corporate affairs manag-
er at Cincinnati-based
Kroger's Fry's division.

Customers place an order
on their smartphone or lap-
top and get a text message
when the groceries are on
their way. Another mes-
sage will alert them when
the delivery is curbside.
Once the vehicle arrives,
the customer will receive a
code to punch in to open
the doors, Giannonatti said.
Customers will pay a flat fee
of $5.95 and can request
same-day or next-day de-
livery. The unmanned de-
livery vehicles will be fol-
lowed by a "shadow car,"
driven by a person with the
ability to stop or control it.
This car is being used in the
early stages of the program
out of caution and will be

Associated Press

phased out, Ferguson said.
"This is not yet at the point
where in any way it's eco-
nomically better than just
sending someone out in
a car to deliver your gro-
ceries," said Bryant Walker
Smith, a professor at the
University of South Caro-
lina, who teaches about
emerging technologies.
"It will probably cost much
more, and the range is min-
imal, and there are lots of
ways it would not be a true,
commercial-scale, viable
deployment, but it's an im-
portant step on that path."
Technological hurdles and
apprehension have limited
attempts to deploy fully au-
tonomous vehicles on pub-
lic streets.

Uber pulled its self-driving
cars out of Arizona this year
after one of the ride-hailing
service's robotic vehicles
hit and killed a woman as
she crossed a darkened
street in a Phoenix suburb in
March. It was the first death
involving a fully autono-
mous vehicle. A backup
driver was at the wheel.

Waymo, a self-driving car
spinoff from a Google proj-
ect, has been offering free
ridesin robotic vehicles with
no backup driver as part of
a test program in the Phoe-
nix area for the past year.
Earlier this month, Waymo
launched a ride-hailing
service available to about
200 people that will have a
person behind the wheel in
case something goes awry.
Giannonatti of Kroger said
safety is paramount in this
next step of autonomous
vehicle technology.
Because Nuro's R1 deliv-
ery vehicle is unmanned,
it was designed to prioritize
safety of other drivers and
pedestrians without trading
off the safety or comfort of
a driver or passengers, Fer-
guson said. The vehicle's
size — half the width of a
Toyota Corolla — also helps
prevent collisions with pe-
destrians because there's
more buffer room, he said.
Kroger has been working to
boost online sales to keep
up with Walmart and Ama-
zon, which bought grocer
Whole Foods last year.
Tuesday's announcement
puts Kroger ahead of
Walmart and Amazon in
self-driving deliveries, says
Jon Reily, vice president
of commerce strategy at
Publicis.Sapient.

"But ultimately,” he says,
"there are so many chal-
lenges with autonomous
vehicles" to make it a real-
ity nationwide.

Among them: state laws
and weather. Arizona's
laws have been friend-
lier to self-driving vehicles,
and the weather in Scott-
sdale is more predictable
than in other parts of the
country.[]

D.C. sues Facebook over Cambridge

Analytica privacy scandal

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
District of Columbia sued
Facebook on Wednesday
for allowing data-mining
firm Cambridge Analytica
to improperly access data
from as many as 87 million
users.

D.C. Attorney General Karl
Racine's suit alleges that

Facebook misled users
about the security of their
data and failed to properly
monitor third-party apps.

In 2013, a researcher
launched a Facebook app,
promoted as a personal-
ity quiz, which claimed to
generate a personality pro-
file. The app also collected
the personal information

of users' Facebook friends
and the information was
eventually sold to Cam-
bridge Analytica, a politi-
cal consulting firm.

After the revelations about
Cambridge Analytica,
congressional hearings
were held and Facebook
changed what sorts of
data it lets outside devel-

opers access.
"We're seeking to hold
Facebook accountable for
jeopardizing and exposing
the personal information of
tens of millions of its users,"
Rancine said on a confer-
ence call with reporters.
"We hope this lawsuit will
ensure Facebook takes
better care with its data."]



BUSINESS

$ 265,000.00
Bubali # 113c¢
3Bedr w/ additional
guest studio

$320,000.00
Jardines Del Mar # 12
2Bed/2.5 Bath townhome 4Bed/3.5Bath w/ lock off 4Bed/4Bath home with

w pool view

$ 355,000.00

Caya Ritmo # 35

4 Bedr 2 Story Home
Eagle Beach area

$ 449,000.00
Opal # 223 Surfside Res.

apartment

$ 575,000.00
Oceania # 213

2Bed/2Bath ocean front
Condo.

$625,000.00

Rooi Santo # 25m

pool, jacuzzi, gym

$ 650,000.00
Tamarijn $ 59
4Bedr home w/ sweeping
island views

$ 69 OOO 00
Salina Cerca # 37b

& large private pool
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$ 775,000.00

Oceania Residence # 513
5Bed home with lush gardens 2Bed/2Bath Ocean front
Penthouse condo w/ jacuzzi

(297) 733- 4663- phone
info@arubabomeminders.com- email
www.arubabomeminders.com- web site
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US stocks rise before Federal Reserve meetlng oil rebounds

By MARLEY JAY

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S.
stocks are climbing
Wednesday morning as
a modest recovery in oll
prices pulls energy compa-
nies slightly higher following
huge losses a day earlier.
Markets were relatively qui-
et as the Federal Reserve
wraps up its last meeting
of the year. Investors ex-
pect the Fed to raise inter-
est rates again, and are
looking for details about its
plans for 2019 amid signs
the global economy is
slowing down.

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P
500 index rose 16 points, or
0.7 percent, to 2,562 as of
10 a.m. Eastern time. The
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age added 131 points, or
0.6 percent, to 23,806. The
Nasdaq composite gained
57 points, or 0.9 percent,
to 6,841. The Russell 2000
index, made up of smaller-
company stocks, picked
up 8 points, or 0.6 percent,
to 1,385.

FED FOCUS: The Fed will like-
ly raise its short-term interest
rate another quarter-point,
to a range of 2.25 percent
to 2.5 percent. The central
bank has forecast three
more hikes in 2019, but with
investors worried about
slowing economic growth
and the financial markets
slumping, experts expect
the Fed to predict a slower
path of increases next year.
For stock markets, battered
recently by a series of con-
cerns related to mounting
trade tensions between the

Stock traders work at the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018.

U.S. and China, that could
be cause for optimism.

The Fed's rates help set
lending rates around the
U.S., and higher rates tend
to slow down econom-
ic growth because they
make it more expensive for
businesses and consumers
to borrow money. The Fed's
actions are part of a trend
around the world, as other
major central banks are
either reducing their eco-
nomic stimulus plans or rais-
ing rates. The global econ-
omy is already forecast
to slow down in 2019 and
investors are getting ner-
vous rising rates will make it
worse.

MEDICINE CABINET MERG-
ER: Drugmakers Glaxos-

mithKline and Pfizer said
they will combine their con-
sumer product businesses,
bringing Pfizer's Advil pain
medicine and Centrum
supplements together with
Glaxo's Sensodyne tooth-
paste. The companies said
its combined sales will be
more than $12 billion. Glax-
oSmithKline of Britian will
own two-thirds of the com-
bined company. Its stock
jumped 3.8 percent to
$38.49 while Pfizer slipped
0.4 percent to $42.22.

LOST IN THE MAIL: FedEx
said international shipping,
especially in Europe, fell in
its latest quarter, while the
U.S.-China trade dispute is
also affecting its business.
The shipping company

Associated Press

posted a smaller profit than
analysts expected and
said it will cut spending and
offer buyouts to some work-
ers to help make up for the
shaky results.

"The peak for global eco-
nomic growth now ap-
pears to be behind us,"

Chief Marketing Officer
Rajesh Subramanian said in
a conference call with in-
vestors. FedEx stock lost 9.2
percent to $168.03 and ri-
val UPS skidded 1.3 percent
to $96.04. FedEx has tum-
bled by about 33 percent
this year, and UPS is down
19 percent.

ENERGY: Oil pricesbounced
back slightly after plunging
on worries about rising sup-
plies and weakening global
growth, which could weigh
on demand. Benchmark
U.S. crude climbed 1.9 per-
cent to $47.12 a barrel in
New York. It dropped 7 per-
cent Tuesday and closed
at a 16-month low, and has
fallen almost 40 percent
since Oct. 3. Brent crude,
used to price international
oils, was up 1.3 percent to
$56.97 a barrel in London.
EUROPE: European stocks
rose after Italy's govern-
ment reached an agree-
ment with the European
Commission on its budget
plans. That avoids a legal
dispute over the govern-
ment's plan to ramp up
spending.

Stay at Sasakl Apartmr:nts

: DIRE(IT RESER\I"A']"IDNS at Ws-at;,élkl:apts COIM
B Telephone: 5877482
Bubali 143, in front of SuperFood Plaza Mall
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Mutts

I'M ALSO PLANNING
TO GIVE OZZIE
FOUR CALLING BIRPS

FOR CHRISTMAS.

ALONG WITH THREE
FRENCH HENS, TWO
TURTLE DOVES, AND
A PARTRIDGE IN A
PEAR TREE!?!

mutts.com

6 Chix

Tie PEAR TREE' 6TONP R

SIX CHIX £2018 King Fe

I'M LOOKING FOR A UNIQUE GIMME TWO OF 'EM! I'LL

L ANNOVING NA UKULELE

VERSION
OF ‘UlNGL.E

nc. World Rights reserved

© 2018 by King F
www.Blondie.com

GET ONE FOR MY BOSS, TOO

Conceptis Sudoku

3|64

2 3

4

2 3/6|7

©2018 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Difficulty Level ¥ % %

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.
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ACROSS
1 Story
5 Gift for the
teacher
10 USC's crosstown
rival
14 Not up yet
15 Courtroom event
16 Mealtime
17 Chicken pieces
18 Shirt that was
your brother’s
20 TV crime drama
series
21 Penny
22 Water barriers
23 Unpopular animal
25 Presidential
initials
26 Divides
28 Sounds
31 Furious
32 Info on a sales
tag
34 Took a load off
36 Short letter
37 Slight pin poke Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 12120118
gg éﬁgﬁy stui 5 Largest ity in Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
40 Skier's incline Greece
41 Inexpensive 6 Practical joke
42 Noisy quarrel 7 Half-quart
44 Crude 8 Youth
45 Little quy 9 Common street
46 _ -frutti name
47 Chacolate source 10 Shorts
50 Greek letters 11 Chef
51Laundrysoap  12Actor Rob
54 Single, and 13 Curry & others
dating no one 19 Albert, for one
57 Unhappy 21__asahbution
58 Humerus or 24 Windy day toy p E
scapula 25 Wooden pier
59 Sound of a 26 Warble | D
grandfather clock 27 “Smoking gun” L G
60 Wapitis 28 Pleasant E Y
61 Lumberjack tools 29 In particular ?ﬁ(glt; True Cortet Agency, LLC 1220018
62 Mah-jongg 30 Alaska's Palin
pieces 32 Experts 44 Directs 52 Gospel writer
63 Waiches 33 Tear 46 __song;movie 53 “The __said, the
35 Do a secretary’s opener better”
DOWN job 47Havana'sland 55 up;
1 Powder 37 Drama 48 Strongas __ misbehave
2 Lincoln & Vigoda 38 Close 49 Candy _; 56 Tai __; meditative
3 Lawmaker 40 Move over a bit stocking stuffer exercise
4 Sullivan and 41 Persians & others - 50 Donahue or 57 Quilters’
Bradley 43 Lessens Collins gathering
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Classifieds

FOR SALE

Renaissance Aruba
Week 33 Unit 332 $2,375
Week 34 Unit 136 $2,750
Week 34 Unit 121 $2,900
Week 36 Unit 315 $2,750
Call us at 737-3006

SPECIAL DEAL!

La Cabana

Fixed Week

Week 52 Unit 229-C $4,000

Lifetime Deeded

Call us at 737-3006

zach@buyarubatimeshares.com
210465

DIVI GOLF
Luxury Studio Unit 2314
wk 50 12/14/19, 28 wks left
$3750 BO
Divi Dutch Village wk 26 june
29 3 Rm tower type building
2 1/2 Baths Rm 94-96 $5600BO
rmwjmw@aol.com
US 508 651 0016

210480

DIVI VILLAGE
week 17 Studio Rm 3205
king bed 4/27/19
24 weeks left $3500 BO
Divi Aruba floating exept.
Phoenix 1br, wk 11 to 50
3/16-12/14 $3500 BO also a
studio for $2900 BO
rmwjmw@aol.com
US 508 651 0016

210481

IKe
15101
FACED 00K
facebook.com/arubatoday/

Tropicana Aruba Resort

and Casino

For Sale or Rent by Owner
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F
Fri/Fri $3,900

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H
Fri/Fri $4,900

Contact in Aruba

donjovi7 @hotmail.com

or cell 592 0500

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com
or cell 978 530 6077

210463

TIME SHARE

Caribbean Palm Village

2 bedr 1-52 week make an offer
ftwoaruba@aol.com

419 344 5855

210471

CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE
week 1 Presidential Unit #1313
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view,
Sleeps 6

$14,900

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com

210447

ARU
?

jg ] HELP us1|
4. KEEP .
ARUBA |
CLEAN _

lwz

B

How toseeach us!

Downtown

BoNDA

La Cabana B&C

2 BR WK # 49 and 50 Ground
Floor

E- Unit Ocean Front $15 ,000
Each

1 BR WK # 52 4th Floor Pool/
Ocean View

Saturday Check In: $ 11,000

Aruba Divi Phoenix

2 BR PH WK 49 and 50 Room
# 770

33 weeks remain $28 ,000 Each
Studio wk #50 14th floor
Penthouse with 35 weeks
remain On the contract $6,500

Divi Village

Studio WK # 47 and 48 Room
#7201

25 week remain $6500 Each
1 BR WK 50 Room # 3208
Biulding C 17 weeks remain
$6500

Divi Village

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 3308
25 weeks remain $12,000

1 BR WK # 1 Room # 5501
24 weeks remain $ 11,000

Divi Village

Studio WK # 52 Room # 6304
20 weeks remain $ 9000
Studio WK # 1 Room# 8201
23 weeks remain 8 acclerated
$8000

Paradise Beach Villas

WKk 1 and 2 Room # 222
Pool/Ocean View $ 11,000 each
Dutch Village

Studio WK # 52 Room # 117

18 Weeks remain $ 7000

Divi Links Golf

1 BR WK # 1 Room # 4208

27 weeks remain $ 8000

1 BRWK# 1and 2 Room #
2252

32 weeks Remain $10,000 each

Divi Links Golf

1 BR WK # 51 and 52 Room #
2106

35 weeks remain on each $
13,000 each

Aruba Divi Phoenix

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 502

11 weeks remain $10,000

210474

Call:630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

ST SP

Violence Against Women

Halley Time Travel

Tropicana Resort

3 Bedroom WK # 51 Room #
1506

Ocean View $25,000

Divi Links Golf

2 BR WK 51 Room # 2206/2205
26 weeks remain 9 accelerated
$25,000

Renaissance Suites

1 BR WK # 48 Room # 2522
Harbor /Ocean View $ 10,000
1 BR WK # 52 Room # 2345
Ocean Front $ 15,000

Marriott Ocean Club

1 BR Gold Ocean View $ 5000
2 BR Gold Ocean View $ 7500
1 BR Platinum Ocean View $
13,000

2 BR Platinum Ocean View $
17,000

2 BR Platinum Ocean Front
$27,000

Marriott Surf Club

2 BR Garden View Gold $5000
2 BR Garden View Platinum $
15,000

2 BR Ocean View Gold $ 7500
2 BR Ocean View Platinum $
18,000

3 BR Ocean View Gold $
13,000

House For Sale

Esmeralda 4 Badroom ,3 Bath
Full Furnish and AC

Maid Room Swimming Pool

5 Min to Palm Beach $425,000

RENAISSANCE SUITES

1 harbour view $5500

1 br wk # 49&50 3th floor
pool/ocean view $6500 each
Marriott Surf Club

platinum plus

2 br wk 51&52 ocean front

HOUSE FOR SALE
Catiri
3 bedroom, 2 bath
$250 K
210474

Call:630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Weekly FLEAMARKET-

At ROCOCO PLAZA
Tanki Leendert Road 4 A

Every Frid & Sat +
Vegetables & Fruits

Start 9 am BIG SALE
Antiques & OUTLET
Open Ma - Zat 9-1 uur
Rental Afl. 15,-

Bel info :Ph. 7415640
Wholesaler BubblePlastic

HEALTH
Hospital

527 4000
Imsan- San Nicolas
524 8833

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad
Dr. v. Trigt Tel. 582 2991

San Nicolas

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Eagle Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Mobility Equip . Gire

568 5165

Urgent Care 586 0448
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1l Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Aruba Airlines 583 8300
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
Venezolana 583 7674
CRUISES

P
December 20
Carnival Horizon
December 21
Freewinds

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118




A28|SCIENCE
THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER 2018

Elon Musk's new tunnel 'a little rough around the edges'

By AMANDA LEE MYERS

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Elon
Musk unveiled his under-
ground transportation tun-
nel on Tuesday, allowing
reporters and invited guests
to take some of the first
rides in the revolutionary
albeit bumpy subterranean
tube — the tech entrepre-
neur's answer to what he
calls "soul-destroying traf-
fic."

Guests boarded Musk's Tes-
la Model X and rode along
Los Angeles-area surface
streets about a mile (1.6
kilometers) away to what's
known as O'Leary Station.
The station, smack dab in
the middle of a residential
neighborhood — "basically
in someone’'s backyard,"
Musk says — consists of a
wall-less elevator that slow-
ly took the car down a wide
shaft, roughly 30 feet (9 me-
ters) below the surface.
The sky slowly fell away and
the surprisingly narrow tun-
nel emerged.

"We're clear," said the driv-
er, who sped up and zipped
into the tunnel when a red
track light turned green,
making the tube look like
something from space or a
dance club.

The car jostled significantly
during the ride, which was
bumpy enough to give
one reporter motion sick-
ness while another yelled,
"Woo!"

Musk described his first ride
as "epic."

"For me it was a eureka mo-
ment," he told a room full
of reporters. "l was like, 'This
thing is going to damn well
work."

He said the rides are bumpy
now because "we kind of
ran out of time" and there
were some problems with
the speed of his paving
machine.

"“It'll be smooth as glass," he
said of future systems. "This
is just a prototype. That's

Elon Musk, co-founder and chief executive officer of Tesla Inc., arrives in a modified Tesla Model
X electric vehicle during an unveiling event for the Boring Company Hawthorne test tunnel in
Hawthorne, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018.

why it's a little rough around
the edges."

Later in the day, Musk
emerged from the tunnel
himself inside one of his
cars. He high-fived guests
and pumped his fists in
the air before delivering a
speech in the green glow
of the tunnel about the
technology and why it
makes sense.

The demo rides were con-
siderably slower — 40 mph
(64 kph) — than what Musk
says the future system wiill
run at: 150 mph (241 kph).
Still, it took only three min-
utes to go just over a mile
from the beginning to the
end of the tunnel, the same
amount of time it took to
accomplish a right-hand
turn out of the parking lot
and onto a surface street
even before the height of
Los Angeles' notorious rush-
hour traffic.

The tunnel is just a test
to prove the technology
works and could one day
cure traffic.

Tuesday's reveal comes al-

Serving Man C‘.n

nmmncmn

- Women - All Genders

Il: 565-9535

most two years to the day
since Musk announced on
Twitter that "traffic is driving
me nuts" and he was "go-
ing to build a tunnel boring
machine and just start dig-
ging."

"l am actually going to do
this," he added in response
to initial skepticism. Soon
after, he began The Bor-
ing Company, tongue in
cheek intentional.

Since then, Musk has only
revealed a handful of pho-
tos and videos of the tun-
nel's progress.

On Tuesday, he explained
for the first time in detail just
how the system, which he
simply calls "loop," could
work on a larger scale be-
neath cities across the
globe. Autonomous, elec-
tric vehicles could be low-
ered into the system on
wall-less elevators the size
of two cars or spiral ramps.
The elevators could be
placed almost anywhere
cars can go.

A number of autonomous
cars would remain inside
the tunnel system just for
pedestrians and bicyclists.
Once on the main arter-
ies of the system, every car
could run at top speed ex-
cept when entering and
exiting.

"It's much more like an un-
derground highway than it
is a subway," Musk said.
Cars would have to be fit-
ted with specially designed

Associated Press

side wheels that pop out
perpendicular to the car's
regular tires and run along
the tunnel's track. They
would run about $200 or
$300 a car, Musk said.

The cars would have to
be autonomous to work
in the system but not Tes-
las specifically, and they
would have to be electric
because of the fumes from
gas, Musk said.

He said tunnels are the saf-
est place to be in earth-
quakes — sort of how a
submarine during a hur-

ricane is safest beneath
the surface — and ad-
dressed other concerns

such as the noise and dis-
ruption of building the tun-
nels, which he completely
dismissed. When workers
bored through the end of
the test tunnel, for instance,
the people in the home 20
feet (6 meters) away "didn't
even stop watching TV."
Musk said it took about $10
million to build the test tun-
nel, a far cry from the $1 bil-
lion per mile his company
says most tunnels take to
build.

Musk has cut costs by im-
proving the speed of con-
struction with smarter tools,
eliminating middlemen,
building more powerful
boring machines, and in-
stead of hauling out all
the dirt being excavated,
Musk is turning them into
bricks and selling them for

10 cents.

"l really think this is incredibly
profound,” he said. "Hope-
fully that is coming across."
He reiterated the simplicity
of all his ideas.

"No Nobel Prize is needed
here," he said. "It's very sim-
ple."

And he's not doing it for
the money, he said, add-
ing that it's for the greater
good. In his 16 years in Los
Angeles, he said, traffic
went from "the seventh lev-
el of hell to the eighth level
of hell."

"Traffic is soul-destroying.
It's like acid on the soul," he
said to party guests who
snacked on marshmallow
treats and hot dogs and
hoped for a turn in the tun-
nel.

The tunnel will not be open
to the public for the fore-
seeable future, just for invit-
ed VIPs, Musk said, adding
that regulations wouldn't
allow for it to open widely
for demo rides just yet.
Steve Davis, head of The
Boring Company, said the
interest in the tunnel sys-
tems has been significant
— anywhere from five to 20
calls a week from various
municipalities and stake-
holders.

One project Musk is plan-
ning on, known as the Dug-
out Loop, would take Los
Angeles baseball fans to
Dodger Stadium from one
of three subway stations.
Another would take travel-
ers from downtown Chica-
go to O'Hare International
Airport. Both projects are in
the environmental review
phase. Musk said he thinks
the Chicago project has
the most potential to open
soonest and that he's hop-
ing an extensive network
opens in Los Angeles be-
fore the city hosts the 2028
Olympics. "Wouldn'tit be in-
credible if you could travel
around LA, New York, D.C.,
Chicago, Paris, London —
anywhere — at 150 mph?"
Musk said. "That'd be phe-
nomenal." The Boring Com-
pany canceled its plans
for another test tunnel on
Los Angeles' west side last
month after a neighbor-
hood coalition filed a law-
suit expressing concerns
about increased traffic dur-
ing construction. ]
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With 'Bumblebee,’ John Cena finds his stride in Hollywood

LOS ANGELES (AP) — John
Cena doesn't believe in
ego. How could he when
he's used to tens of thou-
sands of WWE fans chant-
ing "John Cena sucks" ev-
ery time he walks out to the
ring?

It's a philosophy that's
helped him survive both
the demands of profes-
sional wrestling, where he
was never supposed to be
a success, and now Hol-
lywood, where he's made
a miraculous comeback
from some terrible films in
the earlier 2000s. In the past
three years, Cena has be-
come a reliable highlight
of whatever project he's
in, whether as a boyfriend
who bares it all in "Train-
wreck," as an overprotec-
tive father to a teenager
in this year's "Blockers," or
even as a military man with
some great one-liners in a
big budget Transformers
movie like "Bumblebee,"
which hits theaters Friday.
“I'm not afraid to fall on my
face, I'm not afraid to look
ridiculous," Cena said on a
recent afternoon in Los An-
geles. "My ego lies with the
moviegoer...| want to en-
tertain folks. | want to make
people happy."

And Cena is finally achiev-
ing that goal in films after a
rocky start. Up until a few
years ago, Cena's Rotten
Tomatoes scores for forget-
table and generically-titled
action pics like "12 Rounds,"
"The Marine" and "Legend-
ary" barely broke 30 per-
cent. But ever the athlete,
he didn't crumble under

This Dec. 9, 2018 photo shows WWE star-turned-actor John Cena posing for a portrait at the Four
Seasons Hotel to promote his film "Bumblebee" in Los Angeles.

the weight of negative re-
views, he learned from it.

"My heart wasn't in them. |
wanted to be somewhere
else. | did those movies
because it was good for
a business model,” Cena
said. "What | learned from
that is do what you love."

And he got his chance with
the 2015 Amy Schumer re-
lationship comedy "Train-
wreck," which, following a
divorce, he found he "total-
ly related to." That breakout
role as the sort-of boyfriend
of Schumer's character put
him on the map as not only
novelty casting, but a veri-
table talent as well, leading
to roles in "Sisters," "Daddy's
Home 2" and "Blockers."

And now there's "Bumble-
bee," his biggest and, at 97
percent on Rotten Toma-
toes, highest-rated movie
yet.

Cena wasn't looking for a
franchise, or an action film
to do when the script for
"Bumblebee" came across
his desk. He didn't even
care much about Trans-
formers. But then he read
it and found a sweet story
about a misfit teenage girl
(played by Hailee Stein-
feld) and a robot that was
more E.T. than Michael Bay,
and decided it was some-
thing he wanted to do.

"I was like 'l be Bumble-
bee's spare tire, | don't
even care," Cena said. "l

Associated Press

wanted to do something in
the movie."

He and director Travis
Knight settled on Agent
Burns, who might have the
dressings of a cartoon vil-
lain, but also has some sur-
prises, and humor up his
sleeve. Steinfeld marveled
at how prepared Cena
was every day and his "in-
fectious energy."

In all of his films, Cena con-
siders himself at the service
of the story and the direc-
tor.

"I became successful in
WWE by always learning
and evolving. | believe that
the people around me are
smarter than me," he said.
"Same thing in movies. |

never watch playback. |
never give feedback. | take
feedback."

It's something of a director's
dream to have someone
SO open to constructive
criticism.

"l love him. He is so coach-
able. He would do anything
| asked him. And I'm saying
anything," said "Blockers"
director Kay Cannon. "If
there was a time where he
felt like he didn't give what
| wanted, he would text or
call or check-in and apolo-
gize, like, 'I'm so sorry, I'll do
better next time.' He's very
much an athlete.”

His biggest learning curve
in films thus far has been
adapting to performing
without an immediate au-
dience of thousands in
front of him.

| just started telling direc-
tors, 'Hey don't be afraid
to tell me to turn it down.
You're going to have to do
that because of the world

| come from," he said. "Tell
me | suck and tell me what
you need."

It's not uncommon, he said,
for a director to come from
behind the monitor and
say, "You're at a 10, | need
youtobeatal."

“I'm humble and vulnerable
enough to say I'm still learn-
ing," Cena said.

One person he's learned
a lot from is Jackie Chan,
who he is co-starring with
in a 2019 action fiim from
Scott Waugh.

"l firmly believe he's a ro-
bot because he does not
know the word stop," Cena
said.

Poetry readers were in the mood for 'Kindness' in 2018

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Poet-
ry readers this year have
been in the mood for kind-
ness.

The Academy of American
Poets announced Wednes-
day that Naomi Shihab
Nye's "Kindness" was the
most popular work on po-
ets.org this year.

More than 250,000 peo-
ple in 2018 clicked on the
poem, which features such
lines as "It is only kindness
that makes sense anymore,
only kindness that ties your

shoes.”

The 66-year-old Nye said in
a statement that she was
inspired to write the poem
after she was robbed on
a bus in Colombia and a
man she remembered as
an "Indian in a white pon-
cho" was murdered.

She praised a passing
stranger who asked what
happened and was thank-
ful to have her pencil and
notebook, and to be alive.
Nye's books include "Trans-
fer' and "Red Suitcase."]

Baton Rouge, La., reading from some of her published pieces.

Associated Press
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'If Beale Street Could Talk' is lyrical and lovely

By LINDSEY BAHR

"Every black person born in
America was born on Beale
Street...whether in Jack-
son, Mississippi, or in Har-
lem, New York," reads the
title card that begins direc-
tor Barry Jenkins' "If Beale
Street Could Talk ."

The quote is from a 1974
James Baldwin  novel,
which Jenkins has adapt-
ed himself for his first film
since 2016's "Moonlight.”
The story is, loosely, about
a pregnant woman, Tish
(KiKi Layne, a phenomenal
breakout) and her partner
Fonny (Stephan James),
who has been wrongly
jailed for a crime he didn't
commit. Tish and Fonny are
both achingly young and
beautiful, full of promise
and hope even amid all the
institutional obstacles and
injustices that they face in
daily life in 1970s Harlem,
like not being able to rent
their own apartment, or
buy groceries at the local
mart without being reas-
sessed by a police officer.
Their future, however, is
dashed when Fonny is
jailled because a woman
across town has wrongly

This image released by Annapurna Pictures shows Teyonah Parris in a scene from "If Beale Street

Could Talk."

identified him as her rapist.
Tish has to tell Fonny she's
pregnant through a glass
window. Somehow, at least
at first, the circumstances
aren't enough to break
their spirits, although there
is the sense that both are
just putting on a brave face
for the other.

Back at home, Tish's fam-
ily celebrates their daugh-

ter. Mom, Sharon (Regina
King in a powerful perfor-
mance), sister, Ernestine
(Teyonah Parris) and dad,
Joseph (Colman Domin-
go), open up the sherry,
put on a record and call

Associated Press

Fonny's family over to con-
tinue spreading the news.

There are three wholly un-
forgettable scenes in "If
Beale Street Could Talk,"
and the electric showdown
between Fonny's religious

and snobbish mother (Aun-
janue Ellis) and Tish's family
is one of them. Another is
a stirringly haunting mono-
logue from Brian Tyree
Henry, which unfortunately
is really his only significant
scene in the fim, and the
third is Sharon's heartbreak-
ing talk with Fonny's ac-
cuser. All are well-worth the
price of admission

Not everything works to-
tally, in between these
barnburners there is a lot of
sleepy down time (still gor-
geously shot and scored)
and a few moments that
just don't quite work the
way they probably should,
like Dave Franco as an em-
pathetic Jewish landlord
who just loves love.

The film plays more like a
free verse poem than a tra-
ditional narrative, jumping
back and forth between
moments chronicling the
origins of Tish and Fonny's
relationship, and Tish's
struggle to prove Fonny'sin-
nocence in the present.[]

Sandra Bullock's Oscars host solution:
Call on random actors

Sandra Bullock attends a screening of "Bird Box" at Alice Tully
Hall on Monday, Dec. 17, 2018, in New York.

By JOHN CARUCCI
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Sandra
Bullock has an impromptu
idea for how to solve the
Oscars host problem, and it
involves a lot of improvisa-
tion.

The Oscar-winning actress
told The Associated Press
Monday at a screening
of her new film "Bird Box "
that she thinks random ac-
tors should be pulled out

Associated Press

of the audience and read
what's on the teleprompter
to cover a segment of the
show.

Organizers "don't even
have to tell them it's hap-
pening, just put up the tele-
prompter, and go, 'it's your
turn,” Bullock said. "You're
an actor, figure it out."
Bullock says it's a genius so-
lution that everyone in the
room is perfectly suited to
handle. Well, almost ev-

eryone — Bullock says she's
not attending next year's
ceremony, but would par-
ticipate in her idea if she
was.

No host for February's
Academy Awards has
been announced since
Kevin Hart backed out of
emcee duties earlier this
month over backlash to his
old homophobic tweets.
Bullock'sidea relied on a bit
of improvisation. She told
the AP, "l just pulled that out
of my butt. It's amazing."

By the end of the red car-
pet for "Bird Box," it already
had the support of some of
Bullock's co-stars.

"I don't think we need a
host anymore, man. | really
believe it should be a show
that we just do," Lil Rel How-
ery said. "Maybe if you can
get celebrities to do some
really funny sketches in-
stead of one person. Some-
thing fun."

Actor BD Wong said if any-
one can pull off Bullock's
idea, it's her..
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Pusha T on winning in 2018, Grammy nom, Drake and Kanye West

By MESFIN FEKADU
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Pusha
T has been on a winning
streak.

In a year where rap easily
dominated as music's top
genre, Pusha T's 21-min-
ute, seven-track "Daytona"
album moved the needle
and became one of the
most successful  hip-hop
projects of the year, he
won his rap beef with Drake
and he earned a Grammy
nomination for best rap al-
bum.

As the rap star reflects on
the year, he says: "l really
can look back at 2018 and
really look at it as a total
win."

"I didn't start 'Daytona’ to
let anybody down and |
feel like we definitely ac-
complished the mission,"
he added. "Daytona'is rap
album of the year. No one
rapped better than me in
2018."

Pusha T, 41, has been mak-
ing bold statements like
those since he emerged
on the music scene as
one-half of the duo Clipse
two decades ago, earn-
ing praise for his raw lyrical
content and delivery.

He reached new heights
this year when he ex-
posed Drake on "The Story
of Adidon" (Drake never
responded to the burning
diss track). The Kanye West-
produced "Daytona" soon
followed, debuting at No.
3 on the pop charts and
landing on several critics'
year-end lists.

The album earned a Gram-
my nomination for best rap
album in a highly competi-
tive year, pitting Pusha T
against Cardi B, Travis Scott,
Nipsey Hussle and the late
Mac Miller, and garnering
a nod over acts like Drake,
Lil Wayne, Eminem, J. Cole,
Nas, Migos, DJ Khaled,
Nicki Minaj and even West.
Pusha T said when the Re-
cording Academy added
a nomination review com-
mittee to the rap category
last year to serve as an
additional layer of checks
and balances, he felt like
he had a stronger chance
of getting a nomination.
"Maybe not never in my life
had | ever thought about
getting a Grammy, but |

In this Jan. 27, 2018 file photo, Pusha T attends the Roc Nation pre-Grammy brunch in New York.
Associated Press

remember hearing about
it and saying, 'Damn, man,
that's pretty dope. | can't
wait to see how that turns
out," he said. "l was really
impressed with the effort
of the Grammy committee
and how they were trying
to change the way of do-
ing things. Now when | look
at the nominees, man, we
got a tough category, and
all of those albums are al-
bums that | rock with."

In an interview with The As-
sociated Press, Pusha T dis-
cusses his Grammy nomi-
nation, Drake's omission
from the best rap category,
West's recent tweets and
more.

AP: What does it feel like to
see "Daytona" up for best
rap album?

Pusha T: Man, for me the
Grammy nomination is
just the icing on the cake.
...l remember, like, being
young, super-young and
looking at the Grammys,
| used to never see my fa-
vorite rappers up there... As
| got older, and my favorite
rappers were being nomi-

nated, they went through
a whole boycott period. |
remember rappers boycot-
ting the Grammys. Then,
ultimately, time moves on
and | got to see some great
ones — Jay-Z, Kanye West
— receive a Grammy. To
be nominated for what it
is that | do, and what I've
done —I've been very con-
sistent for what I've done in
the rap game — it's amaz-
ing. | don't know if there's
ever been any rapper who
has embodied the streets
so much and with this level
of content and this level of
pure artistry (that's been
nominated for a Grammy).
| don't know. This is really
just the streets talking right
here.

AP: Was it surprising to get
a nomination because the
album is shorter than most?
Pusha T: Sometimes you
have to change the silhou-
ette. | feel like that's what
we did, we changed the
silhouette. And | guess sev-
en tracks isn't... time-wise, it
does say it's eligible. | don't
think anybody left feeling

unfulfiled. As | look at all
these top 100 lists, top 50
lists, like, "Damn, 'Daytona’
is always in the top 3, top 5,
1, here and there." | feel like
everybody was fulfilled.

AP: What were some of
your other favorite rap al-
bums that were not nomi-
nated?

Pusha T: | actually liked Jay
Rock's album a lot. | prob-
ably was on record with
that one, too. He's prob-
ably one of the ones that |
felt like really put together
a really strong project, rap-
wise.

AP: Were you surprised that
none of the other Kanye
West-produced projects
were nominated?

Pusha T: | felt like Kanye
getting a producer of the
year Grammy nomination
is due in part to his output
and how he had to turn
into a chameleon to do all
these albums. | definitely
felt like Teyana (Taylor)'s al-
bum was super-strong and
could have definitely de-
served a Grammy.

In being fair, | do feel like

my album was the most di-
aled-in, and just laser-direct
for a category. | feel like my
album really hit the rap cat-
egory directly. If you look
at the (Kid) Cudi project,
Cudi and 'Ye project "Kids
See Ghost," or the 'Ye (solo)
project, | don't know exact-
ly. I think those two projects
could have danced in a
few different categories.
AP: Were you surprised to
not see Drake's album in
best rap album?

Pusha T: No. | wasn't sur-
prised. | think everybody
needs to stay in their re-
spective category. | don't
think me and him are in the
same category.

AP: When you released
"The Story of Adidon," were
you afraid that it would
overshadow the "Daytona"
album?

PushaT: Thatwasaconcern
during that whole time. That
was a concern. | always felt
that | had rap album of the
year. | always knew it. That
was a bit of distraction in
regards to me being able
to campaign that from
the day that | put out the
album up until something
like the Grammys. That was
a bit of a distraction. We
were sort of strategic about
that. Very strategic on how
we discussed it and what
we talked about, because
that wasn't part of the al-
bum. That was extra credit.
AP: Have you been work-
ing on new music?

Pusha T: Yeah, for sure.

AP: How's that going?
Pusha T: We'll see in 2019.
AP: Are you working with
Kanye again?

Pusha T: For sure.

AP: Have you talked to him
since he sent those tweets
last week, reigniting his
feud with Drake?

Pusha T: Yeah, | talked to
him.

AP: Is everything cool?
Pusha T:. Everything's beau-
tiful.

AP: When he said Drake
bought the first two rows of
your concert — was that
true?

Pusha T: Certain things I'm
just not going to speak on
because that's not part of
my DNA. But, hey, Kanye's
fine, man. He's fine. He was
just talking on Twitter, doing
what he does..(])
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Ta-ta 2018, keep your chicken coops and, yes, the Floss

By LEANNE ITALIE

NEW YORK (AP) — Keep
your backyard chicken
coops, dear 2018, and your
vampire facials, too. And
the stiff-arm Floss dance?
Stomp it out in the new
year.

Among other things we're
over as we slide into 2019:
Bell sleeves that need con-
stant policing, the cash-
cow otherwise known as
subscription box services
and Alec Baldwin's "Sat-
urday Night Live" Donald
Trump, because isn't the
real one enough?

Here's what we'd like to
leave behind come Jan. 1.
You're welcome.

FLOSS NO MORE

The arm-flailing, hip-sway-
ing, rapid-fire dance craze
is the new Dab and we
owe it to 16-year-old social
media dude Russell Horn-
ing, aka The Backpack Kid.
Horning grew a sizable Ins-
tagram following through
his dance moves as far
back as 2014, and Rihanna
reposted a photo of him
well before Katy Perry in-
vited him to do his thing
with her on "Saturday Night
Live" in 2017, launching him
to social media superstar-
dom.

Other celebs, moms, dads,
athletes and pretty much
all of YouTube are flossing
their lives away. So are all
the little kids in your house-
holds, once they outgrow
"Baby Shark," that is.
"Fortnite" added a Floss Bat-
tle Royale victory emote.
The  fisted,  stiff-armed
dance that involves rotat-
ing arms from the front to
back over and over again
isn't as easy as it looks for
some, so it has sprouted
instructional videos. It also
won Horning a 2018 Shorty
Award.

Aren't all you Flossers ex-
hausted? Have a seat.
Take a load off. Go cheek-
to-cheek with someone.
Anything but another year
of your back-and-forthness.
GENDER REVEAL PARTIES
Firstly, gender is not solely
boy or girl. Gender can
be fluid. Gender is a spec-
trum. A child may have a
non-binary gender identity,
meaning they don't iden-
tify strictly as boy or girl.
They may identify as both,

!, e

In this Nov. 14, 2018 file photo, Mason Ramsey, left, floss dances as hosts Brad Paisley, center, and
Carrie Underwood look on at the 52nd annual CMA Awards at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville,

Tenn.

neither or another gender
entirely.

Secondly, have we not
outgrown blue for boys
and pink for girls? Thirdly,
how about a surprise? How
about keeping all of this to
yourselves?

Gender reveal events, such
as the one recently that
sparked a massive fire in Ar-
izona , have grown info an
industry, with party supplies
on sale and DIY fips all over
the place.

Celebrate the birth of a
human being instead. Oh

wait, that's what baby
showers are for, and birth-
days.

BIG OL' SLEEVES

Runways are full of bell
sleeves, and stores, too. But
what about the marinara
sauce? Nobody needs to
police their sleeves quite
this much, especially when
they're eating or doing
something equally bottom-
of-the-sleeve skimming.

Bell sleeves were once oh-
so-boho but have popped
up on all manner of tops
and dresses. How hard do
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you want to work to stuff
those things into a jacket
or coat? How big the bells
have become. How utterly
same-same we all look in
our flared sleeves.

And tiered bell sleeves?
And those flares that fall
at the elbow or way high
off the wrist? Prairie-wear
and swingy sleeves, take a
breather.

YOUR CHICKEN FRIENDS
Organic eggs, pest control,
fertilizer! Those are some of
the apparent joys of keep-
ing backyard chickens. The

This Dec. 17, 2018 image released by Leon Drouin-Keith shows chickens roaming around a coop

in Greenlawn, N.Y.

Associated Press

idea is they roam around
your Brooklyn patio, patch
of grass or suburban wood,
finding their way home at
night. Or something. Some
are confined to enclosed
runs. And what happens
when hipsters can't cope?
According to hews reports,
the feathered puffs with
legs get dumped at ani-
mal shelters, sanctuaries or
worse, gobbled by some
predator. Just go to a store
and do your tick checks,
sweet faux farmers. It'sbeen
years now. How many eggs
is too many eggs?

KETO DESSERTS

Ketogenics, and ketosis,
and the ketogenic diet
have been around forev-
ah. But the masses got all
whipped up in 2018.

Here's how it goes: A high-
fat, adequate-protein, low-
carb approach to eating
may be good for difficult-
to-control epilepsy in chil-
dren, and for weight loss
and general health in all.
The idea is for you to get
more calories from protein
and fat and fewer from
carbs, in part by cutting
back on carbs that are
easy to digest.

And that, my friends, in-
cludes sugar. And THAT
means so many desserts. Of
course, eat what you want.
Celebrate your health, but
do the rest of us need to
go without when we, say,
come over for dinner?

"My sister's cheesecake was
basically a fatberg," notes
one unsatisfied enlistee.
BOX UP YOUR BOXES

In beauty and fitness, food
prep, apparel and toys,
all your dreams can come
true in a box for a fee.
Subscription boxes have
been around for a while
but in 2018 there were so
many they needed to be
curated and heavily re-
viewed by media and con-
sumers alike.

So many copycats. Such a
big grab for the cash.
While it's truly nice and way
convenient sometimes to
receive a curated box of
stuff in the mail, especially
at dinnertime, do remem-
ber that you're the one
who's paying, unless you
got lucky and your box-
es are gifts that keep on

giving.d



